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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES , {,;5

INTERIM MEETING NOTICE
OPENTO THE PUBLIC

HOWSE AP HOC COMMITTEE ON RELIGICUS LIBERTY AND NONDISCRIMINATION

Date: Thursday, March 17, 2022
Time: 1P.M.
Place: HHR 3

Members of the public may access a livestream of the meeting here:
hitps: ffwww_azleg.govivideoplayer!?clientlD=6361152879&eventlD=2022031086

AGENDA
1. ¥Welcome and Introductions
2. Presentation; Correcied draft of H.B, 2802
3. Invited Guests
4. Pubtic Testimony
Members:

Fepresentative Russell Bowers, Co-Chair
Representative Amish Shah, Co-Chair
Fepresentative César Chavez
Reprasentative Regina £, Cobb
Feprasentative Timothy Dunn
Reprasentative Jennifer Jermaine
Representative Quang Nguyen
Representative Jennifer Pawlik
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People with disabilities may request reascnable accommaodations such as interpreters,
alternative formats, or assistance with physical accessibility, If you reguire accommodations,
please contact the Chief Clerk's Office at (B02) 926-3032 or through Arizena Relay Service 7-1-1.
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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Fifty-fifth Legislature
Second Regular Session

HB 2802 (Corracted): housing; employment; public accommeodations;
antidiscrimination
Sponsor: Represantative Bowers, LD 25
wartCorrected Version — Discussion Only*™***

Ovearview

Frohibits discrimination in housing, employment and public accommaodations based on sexual
arfentafion and gender identity. Prehibite a health provider frem providing comversion therapy to
a patient who is a minor,

Provisions
Conversion Therapy and Unprofessicnal Conduct

1. States it is unprofessional conduct for a health provider to provide conversion therapy 1o a
patient or client who is a mingr, 2nd specifies the two below exceptions:
a) A clergy member or religious counselor who is acting substantially in a pastoral or refigious
capacity and not in a health provider capacity; and
by A parent or grandparent acting substantially in a familial capacity and not in a health
provider capacity. {Sec. 1)

2. Specifies the regulation of comversion therapy is of stalewide concern and is not subject to
additiznal regulation by a county, city, town or other political subdivision, {(Sec. 1)

Civil Rights Division Powers and Dulies

3. Directs the Civil Rights Division {Division) and the Civil Rights Advisory Board {Board) of the

Attorney General's Office to do the following:

a) Add the categories of sexual ofentalion and gendar identify to the periodic surveys the
Divigion and Board conduct to identify the existence and effect of discrimination;

B Foster, through community effort, the elimination of discrimination based on sexual
orentation and gender idenfify, and

¢} Add the categories of sexual orienfation and gender idenfity to the publications of studies,
investigations and research intended to premote geodwill and eliminate discrimination.
(Sec. 2}

Discrimination in Places of Public Accommodation

4. Prohikits discrimination against any person because of sexual orienfation or gender identity
in places of public accommodation. (Sec. 4}

5. Prohibits & person, directly or indirectly, from refusing or withholding accommodations,
advantages, facilities or privileges o any person because of sexval orientation or gender
dantity. (Sec. 4)

O Prop 133 {45 votes) O Prop 108 (40 votes) G Emargency (40 votes] [ Fiscal Mote

HE 2302 {Correctad)
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10.

11.

12.

13

14.

15,

16.

17.

18.

States no distinction may be made with respect to any person based on sexuaf orfentation or
gander idenfity in connection with the price or quality of any item or service offered by the
pace of public accommodation. {Sec. 4}

Specifies discrimination or distinctions based on sexual orentation or gender ideniity do not

apply to the following:

a) A building primarily used as a denominational headquarters, church administrative office
or church conference center;

b A place of worshig,

c} A religious educational institution;

d) 1n connection with a religious cefebration or exergise; and

g} Online operations or activities of an organization as outlined above, {Ses. 4)

QOutlines exceptions for a place of public accommedation whose separation by sex is essential
to the facility's operations. (Sec. 4)

Speciiies the regulation of discrimination in places of public accommodation based on sexual
orientafion or gender identify is of statewide concern and regulation by the state supersedes
any cantrary ordinance, regulation, standard or ofher legal action by a county, city, town or
other politicat subdivision. (Sec. §)

Discrimination and Unfawful Praclice

Frohibits an employer from refusing to hire or discharging an employes because of the
individual's sexual ofentation or gender idemiity. (Sec. 7)

Prohibits an employer from lmiting, classifying or adversaly affecting an employee because
of the individual's sexual oremalion or gender identity. (Sec. T)

States it is an unlawful employment practice for an employer to fail to provide reasonahble
accommodation to an empioyee requasting greater privacy within a facility intended for the
exclusive use of people of the same sex. (Sec. 7)

. States it is an unlawful employment practice for an employment agency to fail or refuse to

refer for employment any individual because of the individual's sexval orentation or gender
identity. {(Sec. T)

States #is an unlawful employment practice for & labor organization to do the following against
any individual because of sexual ofentation or gender identify:

a) Exclude or expel the person from its membership;

b Limit employment opportunities; or

g} Cause, or attempt to cause, an employer to discriminate against the individual, {Sec. 7)

Makes T an unlawful employment praciice for an employer or labor organization to
discriminate against any individual hecause of the individual's sexual arientalion or gender
fefentiy. (Saa. 7}

Clarifies it 15 not an unfawful employment practice for an empleoyer to hire a person or for a
labor organization to classify its membership based on sexual orienfalion or gender identity
provided that gex is a bona fide oceupational guaiification in which individuals are recognized
as qualified based on thelr gender identity. (Sec. 7, 8)

Exempts a religicus organization from the above employment and labor prohibitions relating
to sexual orientation and gender identity. (Sec. 7)

Clarifies it is not an unlawful employment practice for an employer to apply different standards
of compensation or opportunity to employees, or act on the results of any professionally

HE 2802 (Corrected}
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18.

20.

21,

22,

23,

24,

23,

24

27,

developed ability test, provided that the different standards and actions are not based on
sexual orienfatfon and gender identity. {Sec .7}

Specifies employers and labor organizations are not reguired by statute to grant preferential
treatment becauze of sexual orientation or gender idantity. (Sec. 7)

Specifies the regulation of unlawful employment practices based on sexval ordonfafion or
gender identify is of statewide concem and regulation by the state supersedes any contrary
ordinance, regulaticn, standard or othar legal action by a county, city, town or other political
subdivision.

Cutlines an exception o the above for instances in which an employerincludes a perscn who
has fewer than 15 employess, (Sec. 3}

Filing Charges, investigations and Findings

Cutiineg affirmative actions that may be ordered if the eourt finds a person engaged in unlawfut
employment practice relating to sexval orfgntation and gender identity. (Sec. 10}

Religicus Crganization and Private Club Exempéion

States a religious arganization or refligiovs educational institution is not prohibited from the
following:
a) Limiting the sale, rental or occupancy of its dwellings owned or cperated for non-
commercial purposes to people of the same religion; or
by Giving preferance to people of the same religion or to people adhering to s refigion, (Ses,
12}
Appraisal Exempticn

Specifies a person engaged in the business of furnishing appraisals of real property is not
prohibited from taking into consideration factors other than sextal orentaffon and gender
identify. (Sec. 13)

Sales, Rentals, Adveriisements and Inspections of Dwellings

Prohibits a person from discriminating against any person because of saxual orfentalion and

gandear identity in the following instances:

gy Refusing to sell or rent to any person; {Sec. 14)

b Inthe tenms, conditions or privileges of sale or rental of a dwelling; (Sec. 14)

¢l Fukblishing any notice or advertisement with respect to the sale or rental of a dwelling
indicating a preference, limitation or discimination; {(Sec. 158) and

d) Indicating to any person because of sexual onentafion or gender identily that a dwelling is
not available for sale or rental inspection if, in fact, the dwelling is available for inspection.
(Sec. 16)

Entry Info Neighborhood

Rastricts a person, for profit, from inducing or attempting to induce a perscen to sall or rent &
dwelling by representations regarding the antry into a neighborhood of a person because of
sexual orentation and gender identity. (Sec. 17}

Reasidential Real Esfafe Related Transaction

States a person whose business includes engaging in residential real estate transactions may
not discriminate against a person in making a reat estate related transaction available or in

the terms or conditions of the transaction because of sexual orenfation and gender identiy.
{Sac. 18)

HB 2802 {Corrected)
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28,

28.

30

H

32
33,

Brokerage Services

Frohibits a persan from denying any person access 1o, or paricipation in, a multiple listing
service, real estate brokers' organization or other service relating to the business of renting or
selling dwellings because of sexual ofentation of gender idemntity. {Sec. 19)

Discrimination and the Sale or Renial of a Dwelling

Specifies the regulation of discrimination based on sexual orientafion or gender identity is of
statewide concern and regulation by the state supersedes any contrary ardinance, regulation,
standard or other legal action by 2 county, city, town or ather political subdivision, (Sec. 20)

Miscellangous

Madifies the definition of employee, reasonable aocommaodation, refigion and undue hardsfig,
{Sec. 5.6}

.Pefines conversion therapy, exempf religious organizafion, gender identify, govermment,

health provider, leave of general usage, perform the essential Tunclions and sexual
orentation. (Sec. 1, 3,6, 11, 21)

Entitles this act as the "Equality and Faimess for All Arizonans Act™” {Sec. 22)
Makes technical and conforming changes. (Sec. 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11,12, 18, 21)

HE 2202 (Corrected)
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Information Registered on the Request to Speak System

House Ad Hoc Comimittee on Religious Liberty and
Nondiscrimination (3/17/2022)

4, Public Testimony

Support:

Eric Miller, representing self; Glenn Kasprzyk, representing self; Lynette Braddock, representing self: Mayar Ginny
Dickey, representing self;, Mike Huckins, GREATER PHOEM X CHAMBER OF COMBIERCE: Michelle Steinherg,
representing self; Michika Price, representing self; Blair Mases, representing zelf; Lisa Malachowsky, representing
self; Shauna Crusa, representing self; amber Wutich, representing self; Margaret Gibsan, representing self; 5usan
Cannata, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDMATRECS - AZ CHAPTER; Michole Cassidy, representing seff

Oppose:

Abigall lensen, representing self; Lisa Fink, representing self; iichelle Dillard, representing self: Stephanie Seigla,
representing self; ALICE | Wells, representing self; elizabeth Michele Edson, representing self; Kathleen Pettycrew,
representing self; Karen Cusano, representing self; Pegey Yeargain-Williams, representing self: Eric Zaklukiewics,
representing self; lay Arnald Allen , representing self; Cynthia Soffrin, representing self; Martha O'Connar,
representing self; Mary Ganapol, representing self; Joan Thomas, representing seIf; Tam Hermann, reprosenting
self; Barbara Parker, representing self; Cindy Dahlgren, representing self; Linda lulsan, representing self; Frederick
James, representing self; leannine Reno, representing seff; Kristin Downing, representing self; Greg Parsons,
representing self: Steve Singkofer, representing self; 1P Martin, representing self

All Comments:

Wayor Ginny Dickey, Self: | support HBZBD2, Equality and Failrness for AbL Arizanans. Thank you, Mayar Ginny
Dickey; Mike Huckins, GREATER PHOENIX CHAMSER OF CONMMERCE: Support HE 2802; Michelle Steinberg, Self:
What a wonderful opportunity you have today to exlend Arizana's current non-discrimination protections to gay
and transgender Arizonans in employment, housing and public accommoedations and to ban the harmful practice
of conversion therapy; Blair Moses, Self: Thal lriends at work tan be fired, and friends can be evicted from housing,
far being part of the LGETR community is abharrent. Passing this bill is vital to ensuring equality and fairness to all
Arizonans and vital for Arizona's economic growth_; Shauna Crusa, Self: Please pass 2802 1t is good for AZ;
Margaret Gibsan, Self: Please pass 2802; Susan Cannata, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS - AZ CHAPTER: We
support a ban on conversion therapy for minces and appreciate the sponsors' inlent; we helieve the bill can be
strengthened and we suppart allowing local communities to pass mare rigoraus protections; Nichole Cassidy, Seif:
It's time to protect all Arizonans.; Lisa Finle, Self: This hill does not pratect women's privacy.; Stephanie Seigla, Self:
MO on HB2802 until you remave lacal bans and ANY exemptian. Religious "liberty” should nat be an excuse to
inflict abuse and cause harm.; Kathleen Pettycrew, Self: NO conversion therapy at all, for anyane, by anyone;
Pegey Yeargain-williams, Self: please do not create any exemptions that allow conversion therapy and anti LGETO
discrimination to continue.; Eric Zaklukiewicz, Self: Bill is owerly rile with unconstitutional religious privilegos, and
lpcal govermments shoutd not be banned fraom barning canversian therapy.; Cynthia Soffrin, Self: Conversion
therapy of LGBTQ+ citizens is WROMNG whether it 1s done by a doctar, a religious organization ar a paid mercenary,
This bill nesds 2 lot of work.; Mary Ganapal, 5elf: Pls den't ban lozal gov'ts from banning conversion therapy AND
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there should be NG exceptions for religious orgsffaith leaders|; Barbara Parker, Sell: Folling has shown that the
Citizens of Arizona do NOT feel this is needed or necessary & will create problems. T will undermine rights, 1t s
uncenstitutional in that it will censor rights & free speech and violates several ARS statutes. BAD BILLL leannine
Rene, S5eIF: Banning lacal governments from outlawing conversion therapy is vacuuming total control for the AZLeg.
Religious organizations and faith leaders should not be exempt from Lhis bill ; Greg Parsans, Seff: | feel that HB2802
i5 3 step In the right direction, but as written the congessions made to the religious rght largely undermine the
good the bill is atternpting to achiave.; Steve Singkofer, Self: Religious exemptians should never be allowed for any
lawr. Especially when the exemplion would allow psychologically and physically damaging conversion therapy to be
conducted an innecent chifdren, Follow the science, not a 2000-year-ald "holy" book.; JP Martin, Self: This bill
creates preemptions, overriding Tucsen and Pima County’s strang canversion therapy bans. Alfows grandparents
to perform conversion therapy. Allows providers to give conversion therapy online. Do y'all think queer people
don't reade!
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EQUALITY .
& FAIRNESS

FOR ALL ARIZONANS'

| macOURALITY
Q;S.éfﬁ | S

March 17th, 2022

Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty and Nen-discrimination
Arizona House of Representatives

1700 West Washington Street

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Honorable Members of the Committesg,

As business |eaders, elected officials, faith leaders, cominunity leaders and every day
Arizonans, we write in support of HB2302, the Equality and Faimess for all Anzonans Act. This
hill will update Arizona's current non-discrimination law to include sexual orientation and gender
identity whils also preserving religious rights for peaple and institutions of faith. Additionally,
HB2802 will bar conversion therapy for minors among licensed medical professionals, and
provide workplace protections for religious minorities. This bill reflects the best of policy making
- Arizonans coming together not in partisanship or division, but to unify and create a more just
and fair Arizona for all people. i

HB2302 brings the LGBTQ community and communities of faith together in celebration of the
great American tenats of religious freedom, equal treatment, and fairness. This bill will not force
houses of worship or religious schools to do anything against their religicus baliefs. 1t would
simply require that non-religious businessss that provide goods and services 1o the public
provide those goods and services to everyone under the same terms.

HB2802 is also good for the business of Arizona. Today, 94% of Fortune 500 companies have
nen-discrimination policies that include gender identity and/or saxuat orientation. But it's not
gnough for businesses 1o be inclusive — They want to know their employees have equal
protections when they are walking down the street, at their doctor’s offices, at restaurants and at
home. It will alsa help our state attract the large conventions and national events that generate
hundreds of millions of dollars for our economy. Currently, Arizona is at a competitive
disadvantage to attracting these marque everts because we are not inclusive of LGBTQ people

Attachme nt‘_'é



while our neighbors are. And increasingly, these large events ask about equal protections in
their application procedures. This measure woutd allow us to compete on an even playing field
with our competition. '

This measwre isn't about special treatment, it's about equal treatment. HB2B0Z simply ensures
that all Arizohans have the same opporiunity to live, work, and contribute. The principles of non-
diserimination are rooted in core American values of fairness and equality. Nobody should have
1o five in fear of being fired, denied housing, or denied services. We respectiully urge you te
vote yes on HB2802 1o create a stronger, fairer Arizona for all.

Sincerely,

CNE Community, Angela Hughey, President

Equality Arizona, Michael Soto, GEO

Sunbelt Holdings, John Graham, Chairman & CEOQ

Greater Phoenix Economic Council, Chris Camacho, CEQ

Plaza Companies, Sharon Harper, CEO

Creater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, Todd Sanders, President & CEOQ
Arizona Lodging & Tourism Association, Kim Grace Sabow, President & CEQ,
Arizona Technology Council, Steven Zylstra, President & CEO

Artzona Technology Council, Eric Milker, Beard Chairman

Visit Phoenix, Ron Price, President & CEO

Visit Mesa, Marc Garcia, President and CEG

Tempe Convention and Visitors Bureau, Michael Martin, Intetim President & CEC
Experience Scottsdale, Rachel Sacco, President & CEO

Glendale Chamber of Commerce {AZ), Robert Heidt, President & CEO

City of Glendale, Jamie Aldama, Vice Mayor

City of Scottsdale, David Ortega, Mayor

City of Mesa, Jenn Duff, Vice Mayor
. Town of Fountain Hills . Binny Dickey, Mayar

City of Phoenix, Karen Peters, Deputy City Manager

Chandler Chamber of Commerce, Terr Kimble, President & CEO

Phoenix Mercury, Vincent Kozar, Prasident

Arizona Coyotes, Marina Carpenter, EVP Public Affairs

Arizona Coyotes, Christina Kehoe, Marketing Manager

Phoenix Rising FC, Jason Mirnick, Director of Communications

United Methodist Church, Grant Hagiya, Bishop

Episcopal Diocese of Arizona, Jennifer Reddall, Bishop/The Right Reverend
Jewish Community Relations Council of Graater Phoenix, Paul Rockower, Executive Directar
Jewish Community Relations Council of Southem Arizona, Maurice Goldman, Chair
Local First Arizona, Kimber Lanning, CEC

Local First Arizona, Thomas Barr, Vice President

Arizona Small Business Association, Rick Murray, Public Policy Chair-Board Member
PetSmart, LLC, J.K. Symancyk, Prasident & GEQ



American Medical Response, Glenn Kasprzyk, President - Southwest Region

Upward FProjects, Samusl Foos, Vice President of People & Culture

Arizona Bank & Trust, Wiliam Callahan, President & CED

Goodmans interior Structures, Adam Goodman , CEO

A&P Global Goods, Athena Gibbons, COG

Korte Group LLG, Virginia Korte, Qwner

IntMedia Company, Rick McCarney, President & CEC

The Bob-& Renae Parsons Foundation, Laura Mitchell, Executive Director

Arizona Community Foundation, Steven G Seleznow, President and Chief Executive Officer
Valley of the Sun United Way, Rob Podlogar, Chief Cormmunity Development & Engagement
Officer

Mountain Park Health Center, John Swagert, MD, CEOQ

Arizona Coyotes, Senior Director, Lyndsey Fry, Amateur Hockey Development

Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, Stuart Graff, President and CEO

Greater Phoenix Equality Chamber of Commerce, Michael Mazzocco, Board Chairpersan
National Council of Jewish Women Arizona, Civia Tamarkin, President

Arizona's Children Association, Jacob Schmitt, President & CED

Arizona Chapter National Safety Councit, Rick Murray, CEC

Chandler-Gilbert Community College, Greg Peterson, President

Four Peaks Brewing Co, Christopher Meyer, General Manager

Four Peaks Brewing Co. Cristina Polli, 51. Brand Manager

Chicanos Por La Causa, David Adame, President & CEO

City of Scottsdale, David Oriega, Mayor of Scotfsdale

City of Mesa, Julie Spilsbury, Councilmember

City of Mesa, Dawvid Luna, Councilmember

East Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Frankie Jo Rios, Fresident & CEQ
Asian Corporate & Entrepreneur Leaders, Jason Wong, Founder and Board Chairman
Arizona Jews for Justice, Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz, Founder

Design Pickle, Russ Perry, CEQ

KEO Marketing inc, Sheila Kloefkorn, CEO

Equality Health Foundation. Tomas Leon, President

Anzona Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Yiolence, Jenna Panas, CEQYJ

WH Included Consutting, Katee Van Hom, CEQ

Expetience Scotizdale, Rachel Pearson, Vice President of Comrmunity & Government Affairs
BestCormpaniesAZ, Denise Gredler, Founder & CEOQ

OH Strategic, Bettina Nava, Prasident

OH Strategic Communications, Sophie O'Keefe-Zelman, Vice President

Teamworks Communication, Barb Harris, Partner

TEGNA, Michasl Ogaz, Digital Sales Manager

Cuidesac, Erin Boyd, Government & Extenat Affairs Lead

OutisTheNewln, Johnrie Ghiglia, Executive Directar

ONE Community, Sheri Owens, Yice President

GMNE Community, Janine Skinner, Community Engagement Director

Brick Road Coffee, Gabe Hagen, Co-Founder



Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, Rev. Richard Wilson, Rector

Dayspring UMC, Jeff Procter-Murphy, Lead Pastor

Desert Heritage Church UCC/DOC, Derrick Elliott, Pastor

Desert Messenger News, Shanana Rain Golden-Bear, Publisher/Editor
Southwest Center for HIWAIDS, Jessyca Leach, Executive Director

Cross Roads United Methodist Church, Mary Bullis, Reverend

All Saints of the Desert Episcopal Chureh, Julie O'Brien, Rector

Gellert Health, Chuck Warshaver, President

Carter Law Firm, Ruth Carier, Evil Genius

BLOOMSIES, Donna Barios, Foundsr & CEQ

Habitat Metro, LLC, Tim Sprague, Managing Member

ADE, Patricia Rethore Larsan, Early Childhood Education Pragram Specialist
Fronts Temporal Dementia Advocacy Resource Network, Teresa Webb, Chair
Casa de Cristo Church and Apostolic Center, James Simpson, Co-Pastor
Berkehire Hathaway HomeServices Arizona Properties, Monika Kraml, Realtor
.Queer Center, Jesus Baltazar, President _

Adams, Habern, & Gray, CPAs, PLLC. Rondi Habem, CPA

LD13 Demuocrats, Carol Maas, 1st Vice Chair

Snuthwest Solutions, Yeara Minot, Creative Director/Owner

Tucson LGET Chamber of Commerce, VeraMinot, President

LGBTQ Health Caucus, Aaron, Guest Chair

Design One, Donald Nottingham, Owner -

Goodman Gonsulting, LLC, Louis Goodman, CEQ

Beatitudes Campus, Michelle Just, President and CEO

NeverNot Social, Christian Weninger, Owner

Arizona Justice for Our Neighbors, Scott Marris, Board Member and Treasurer
Key Innovative Business Solutions, Lynn Murphy, President

K-¥aughn Consulting, KerwinBrown, Managing Principal

Chalice Christian Chiureh (Disciples of Chrst), Vatnon Meyer, Pasior
Carnmon Sense-Arizona, [lana Lowery, Director

Granada Urban Development, DEANNA JORDAN, Principal

Contract Worker, Elizabeth Pagel, Associate Publisher

Where Gays Retire LLC, Mark Goldstein, Owner

Cnae-rten, Nate Rhoten, CEO

Timothy Weymann, L.C.S5\W., Timothy Yy¥syimann

Coupa Softwars, llana Myerson, Sr Manager

Plaza Healthcare, Robynn MeDomald, LPN

Temple Emanusl of Tempe, Patricia Glascom, Sisterhood Board Member
Mark's Bookmark Bookselier, Mark Hayduke Grenard, CEO/Owner

Stevens Design Christine Stevens, Creative Director / Ownear

Arizona Human Rights Fund (how Equality A2z), Bill MacDonald, Retired/Founder
Prism Network, Jameas Helbling

NMAAR  ChrisWaychoff, Numbers Guru

Retired Attorney, Dennis Kavanaugh, Former Vice Mayor, City of Mesa



Child and Family Rasources, Inc, Eric Schindler, PresidentfCED

Temple Emanuel of Tempe, Bina Bedak, Board member

Spear Education, Jusiin DeRo, Technical Delivery Specialist

ALL Arizona, Bryce Cook, Co-founder

ity Sguare Church, Gina Pollard, Pastor

United Church of Christ clergy, Mitzi Eilis, Rev.

Carsultants, Brian Sinuk, Owner

Tucson Jewish Museumn and Holocaust Center, Mmhelle Biumenberg, Interim Execuiive
Diractor

Arizana Human nghtﬂ Fund, Richard Undernvood

EMERGING DOMESTIC MARKET YVENTURES, LLC, Gonzalo de la Melena, CEQ
Sheloc Family Practice, Patricia Clarke, Dr

LJM, LLC, Layne Mortensen, hanaging Director

Shepherd of the Hills UCC, Rack Fremont Jr., Rev.

Bank of America, Corri Rankins, VP Operations project consultant

Episcopal Diocese of Arizona, Gil Stafford, The Rev Or

Desert Southwest Confarance of The United Methodist Church, Sarai Case, Rev.

Visit Phoanix, Sarai Case, Visitor Experience Manager

TP Composites, Jenny Holsrman Tetreault, Vice President and Associate General Counsel
Trinity Cathedral, Troy Mendez, The Very Rev.

Baatitudes Campus, Rev. David Ragan, VP Resident Services

FPhoenix Pride, Mike Fornelli, Executive Director

LGBTO Awareness Group of Arizona Inc, Dan'na Davenport, President Founder Bullhead City
LEGBTQ+ Awareness Pride Center '

Michael Marzocco Events, Michas| Mazzocco, Owner

The Mine Design Group, Bre#t Markusen, Ownér

Morthwest Tucson Jewish Community, Randolph Myerson

JWl, Julia Wanhos

Groff-Swint Media LLC™, Benjamin Groff, Vice Prasidant Gperations

Groffs Home Out West, Banjamin Groff, Reverend

BBK Tobaccn & Foods, LLP, Brendan Mahoney, General Counsel

Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest, Heidi Gerrish, Cﬂmmumcatlcns Coordinator
Aligned at Work, Laurie Battagiia, CEO

United Methodist Church, Kimberdy Seott, Rev.

Catalina UMC, Melissa Ryndsrs, Senior Pastor

United Methodist Church, Charles Ruth, Chaplain

Guardian Angels Catholic Community, ECC, Elaine Groppenbacher , LCSW MDiv. Rey
Lutheran Social Services, Jessica O'Donnell, Volunteer Coordinator

(GitKraken, Lauren Witte, Senior Marketing Manager

West Valley Women Networking Association, Lisa Platt, Chief Connections Officer
MeKessaon, Jonathan Ivanhoe, Sr Director Workforce Planning and Analytics

Splash Prinfing and Marketing, Jackie Wszalek, Dwner

Prashyterian Church, Af Gephart, Rev =

Intel, Kalp Parikh, Engineer



Amistad Clinic, Shaun McFarland, Clinic Managear/Owner

New image Orthodentics, Aaron [vanhoe, Orthodontist

Healthy Synergy, LLC, Saphia Murphy, Owner

Speas Law, PLLC, Adrianne Speas Owner

-Blessed Dragon Productions LLC, Hayami Dewberry, Ownear

Shadow Rock Church, Liz Curry, Member

5t. Philip's Episcopal Church, Cliff Blinman, The Rev /Affiliated Glergy
Episcopal Campus Ministry at the University of Arizona, Benji Garren, Chaplain
Thrive Wellness, Carrie Smith-Hardes, Cwner

Arizona Interfaith Power & Light, Rev. Doug Bland, Executive Director
Compass CBS Foundation, Edgar Olivo, Executive Director

The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, Alison Leg, Interim Reclor
Episcopal Church of St. Matthew, Frank Bergen, Priest Associate
Dayspring United Methodist Church, Joel Buliock, Pastor of Congregational Care
Vermilion Events and Design LLC, David Twigger, CEOQ

First Eval, Melissa Kovacs, Statistician and Foundsr

Animals and Homans in Disaster, Cynthia Andersan, CEQ

CASCO Financiat Group, Catherine Scrivanp, President

Heartful Editor, Sara Henry, Founder and Editor-in-Chief

Many-to-One Facilitators, Dennis Skinner, Owner and President

Songbird Coftes & Tea House, Erin Westgate, Cwnar

ThinkZilla Censulting Group, Amber Keliogg, Chief Strategy Officer
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona, Jana Sundin, The Rev. CGanon

Klein Financial, Michael Klgin, Financial Advisor

Visit Mesa, Alison Brooks, Director of Destination Experience and Advacacy
Identity Hormones & Health, Lucas Buxbaum, Office Manager

Valle Del Sol, Inc., Sam Castro, Director of Equity & inclusion

Law Dffices of Vescio & Seifert, P.C.. LyndaVescio, Senior Parther

Native American Cannections, Diana Devine, Fresident & CEC

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dana Reardon, Revarend

Mohle Beast LLC, D, Alisen Chandler, Co-Owner

ThH Investments, Termrence Hanson, Prasident

Sat Nam Project and Community Conversations, Sat Bir Kaur Khalsa, Project Manager
Downtown Glendale Strategic Leadership Group, Yvonne Knaack, Chair
Harder Development, Ashley Harder, Owner

Centra Realty, Coiette Barajas, Owner/Broker

Black Point Ventures |.LC, Ed Zito, Managing Partner

AFN, Billie Fidlin, Board President

Unify Sedona, Jan Montgomery, President |

Domestic Violence Law Clinic, University of Arizona, Negar Katirai, Director
Equality Arizona, Jeanne Woodbury, Policy & Communications Director
Giendale Chamber of Commerce Member, Jennifer Cruz, GCOC Board Member
Chicanos Por La Causa Action Fund, Joseph Garcia, Executive Director
Arizona Bank & Trust, Patrisha Gonzates, Marksting Director



Unify Sedona, Barry Maketansky, VP

Desert Heritage Church UCC/DOC, Gail Bird

DMD Strategic, David Drennon, Principal

Stacey L Sanford, DDS, MS PC, Stacey Sanford, Doctor

Unify Sedona, James Dunne, Board Member

Equality Arizona, Nichole Cassidy, Deputy Director

Casas Adobes Congregational UCC, John Angiulo Rev. (Family and Education Minister)
Arizona's Children Association, Tiffany Tilloison, Chief Human Resources Officer
Hana Japanese Eatery, Lynn Becker, Qwner

Equality Arizona, Onyekachi Ekeogu, Research and Education Specialist
Slake Consulting, Susanne |ake, CEO

REMAX Professionals McGuire Partners, Cara McGuire, REALTOR

Sahara Behavioral Heaith, Nichol Parter, CEO

Equality Arizona, tanner menard, Organizing Manager

Inspired Cannections, Rhonda Bannard, President, Founder
Mesa-Eastvalley MLK Committee, Keisha McKinnor, President

Groff-Swint Media LLC™, Benjamin Groff, Vice President, Operations

AT Still University, Cam Young, Coordinator

Only Human, Danielle Shepherd, Head of Partnerships and Growth

Equality Maricopa, Erick Tanchez, Prasidant

Dayspring United Methodist Church, Joel Bullock. Pastor of Eongregatmnal Care
The Lunsfard Group, Jack W Lunsford, President/Cwner

OH Partners, Susan Kern-Fleischer, Public Relations Director

Grace St. Paul's, The Rev. Steve Keplinger, Rector

SUMMI7, Eric Strafel, CEQ

Unify Sedona, Carolyn Martin,OD

Stray Cat Theater, Ron May, Founding Artistic Director

NFM Entarprises, LLC, Nelda Majors, owner

Peotria Pine District Councilmember, Denatie Rae Dunn, City Council Member
McDowell Sonoran Conservancy, Justin Owen, CEO

Pink House Boutique, Danica Coral, Owner

Board Developer, Jim Hayden, CEO

Coastiine Travel Scottsdale Carl  Grupp Advisor

Friends of the Orpheum Theater, Dawvid Stevenson, President

Community Christian Church, Keeley Bruner

The Episcapal Diocese of Anzona, Serrena Fuentes

Kim's Kreative Solutions, Kimberly Morris, Owner

The PEAK Fleet, Jen.Coyna, CEO

Cultural Spange, Heather Brown, Owner

Jami Mei, Project manager _

Verde Valley Yavapai Democrats, Liama Habern, Sacretary

Dove of the Desert United Methodist Church, Rev. David Wasson, Senior Pastor
Azul Analysis, Chad Wolver, Founder

Intemational Printing Company, Chad YWeeks, General Parther



Jewish Family & Children's Service, Mary Jo Whitfield

Smiles Dog Training, Sara Miles, Cwner

Grofi-Swint Media LLC™, Benjamin Groff, Vice President, Operations
‘Pader In Action, ben laughlin, Folicy Coordinatar

Gztride, Joelle Guymon, Co-Founder

Tempe Union High School District #213, Brian Garcia, President, Governing Board
Phoenix Pride, Eva Steele, Director of Programs
. Attorney Stanna Michelle Slater of Law Office of Jeffery S. Slater, P.C., Stanna Michelle,
Attorney & Owner

The Episcopal Diocase of Anizona, Bavid Chavez, Canon for Barder Ministries
Country Club Insurance Services, LLC, Teodoro Ruiz, Owner

Surmimit Alliance Solutions, Lynda Bishop, CEO

Castle Real Estate Group, Steven Castle, Owner

AT Still University, Cam Young. Coordinator

DocGo, Wolfe, Site Supervisor

Contreras for AZ, Patty Contreras, Candidate LD12

Trans Spectrum of Arizana, Kendra Tonan-Lizzarago, President

Full Swing Video, Darby Vance, Chief Media Officer

Glendale Chamber, Jim Peyton, COO

Aspen Behavioral Consulting, Dione Sage, Office Manager

BrightFi, Salvador Bretts, Managing Director

Sunburst Strategies LLC, Indira Jeffrey, Qwner '

Rewined beer and wing bar, Jordan Bartkowiak, Owner

Poder in Action, VIRIDIAMA HERNANDEZ, Director

Sapien Museum, PaulTaliercio, Mussum diractor and Curator
Humanist Society of Greater Phoenix, Athena Gibbons, Vice President
Born Perfect, Co Founder, Mathew Shurka

Proteus Wast, Co-Founder, Paul Bakalis

StealPhysiques, Stesty Davenport, CED

LGBTQ.ONE, William Thormpson, CEG

Good Warks Grant Writing LLC, Bethany Taylor, President

Art by Brandon MeGill, Brandon MeGill, Artist _
The Law Offices of John Phebus, Johrm Phebus, Managing Partner
CenterLink: The Community of LGBTQ Center, Tanya Tassi;-Direcior of Policy & Advocacy
Monterrey Tile, Beniah Wheeler, Key Suppart

Strategic Life Works, C-Corp, Robin Trush, Cwmer

Another Round Another Rally, Travis Nass, Chief Operating Officer
MNoble Beast LLC, Marsha Vallee, Co-Owner

Christina Haines, Former Coliege President SCC

Kate Kochenderfer, Sr. Director of Supply Chain, SRP

Nog| Guevara, Manager, Special Events & Community Outreach
Robert Kravitz, Rabbi Dr.

Miriam Weisman

Sty Turge



David Kaimann

David Manker, Rev

Gigi Moran, Business Deveiopment Manager
Debra Dystren

Réchael, Ruelas

Janet Gooltz, The Rev. Dr.

Nathan Sadow, Senior Leader of Leadership Development
Madeling Cypett

Tirm Lioyd

Daniel Valenzuela, Former Phoenix City Councilmember
Stu Turgel

Jonathon Vangor

Courtney Knochel

(Greg Niska, CFQ :
Jeff Burleson, Manager, in-Store Experience
Rachel Moulton

Camen Jandacek

Joe Marguart, Retired

Shawne Silvernell

Troy Eubank

Luz Morsno

Landen Smith, Development Manager
Greg Adams,

Nicholas Vasguez, Dr

- Lilbbie Miller

Joann Arellano

Arden Hammond

Vivian Gealer

Louann Phillips, Special Event Planner
Mark Forster

Charles Gealer

Ariette Rodriguez

Amanda Kolomiiz

Edwin Navas

Michael Maas

Annette Bouwer Flegenheimer, Dr.

Blair Moses

Fonda Christopher

Melissa Frey

Karen Bever

Rachel Diarmant, Occupational Tharapist
Shelley Wang

Arthur Carter Rogers

Lynn Plait



Fhilip Shoaok

Manny Gurrela

Tania Malven

Laurie Buczek, Vice President
Sarah Manning

Gina Read _

Mary Wilbur, Retired Fublic Librarian
Esmerelda Ramirez, Resource Center Specialist MPS
Alison Martin, Director of Sales
Marjorie Skinner

Samantha Skinner

Dale Hansen

Rosemary Middleton

hanica Whitaker, The Rev.

iichael Chang

DJ Downs, Sr. Manager, Marketing
Heather Ross, Community Leader
Mark Kokanaovich, Atforney

Meredith Plaxce, VP, Loss Prevention and Safety
Susan Jacobs _

Madison Knutson, University Recruiter
Terra McShane, Business Operations Manager
Eva Carrillo Dong

Heather Shew, Counselor

Ryan Finks, Dr.

James Tevault , Mortgage Consultant
Lisa Schwoegler

Jessica Marguis

Angela Lawson

Christine Austin

Kelli Shepard

Matthew Babkasick

Gregory Weber, Data Analyst

Carrie Landes, Project Manager
Grace Chang

Michael Remedi

Damon Knight

Marion Davis

Meghan Borner

Jessica Knopf

John Chesbro

Tohma Taniguchi

Brandomn Chang

Michelle Liang



Brittnee Owens, IT Technical Support Manager
Sheila Lopez

Sima Thakkar, Senior Investment Analyst
Joy Petroff

Cindy Leonard, Chief Operating Officer
Cathy Small, Dr.

Edward Williams

Cynthia Chilton

Lawrence Nieto

Annie Crego, Retired Educator

Dana Hoffman

Ron Cammel, -Ad Review Specialist
Khara House

Toni Massaro

Scott Dernnger

William Manson, Program Director

Katic Tennessen Hooten, Senior Vice President, Teach for ﬁ\menca
Francisco Moreno, Psychiatrist, University Professor
- Anthony Eftimeo, Educator

Melissa Romero, Medical Agsistant

Jon Vosper, Deputy Ditector, Economic Empowerment
Armande Jimenez, Retired

Katie Ford

Patricia Friedrich, Dr.

JuligWinslett

Jody Serey

Dorothy Hunter, Sr. Sales Exacutive
Susan Anderson-Simith. The Reversnd
Michaella Aguilar Heslin

Victoria Bray

Travis Harris, Special Education Director
Alizon Steigr, Dr.

Lavmren Knutson

Lisa R Baker, Licensed REALTOR

Hector Cerda, Insurance Agent

Jan Montgomery

Kendelle Lord, TPS Consultant

Kimberly Forest '

Nancy Calderwood

Theresa Kelalr

Joan Westlake

Adam Calderwood

Mindy Riesenberg

Matalie Grinblatt
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Leslie Hammon, Operations Manager
~ Nicole Rascon

James Towner

Conna Fostar

Jeanne Webster

Kerry Baker

Micholas Marthers

VWeslee Hancock

Jain Borries

COREY MEIER, Rev. Dr.
Kim Ashcraft

Samuel Yates

Shauna Crusa

Daniglle Cortez

Lisa Yan Aller

Heather Roberts

Melissa Schmiesing

Susan Conaway, Senior Engineering Manager
Michael Durio

Claire Brown

MNicole Hill

Bart Turner, Councilmember
Elisha Thompsan

Kisha MoKinnor, Reverand
Lydie Svitak

Theodore Ruetz

Ann Careau

Deborah Charlesworth
Elizabeth Tyhurst

Isol Morales

Kimbatly Roland, Vice President of Innovation and Entreprenaur Programs
Wary Foote

iKara Haris

Kelsoy O'MNeill

Kim Ho, Diractor

Olyver CQLEnkn

Hannah Lazare, Studeant
Sandra Davenport

Thom Husted-

Lauren Fiemarn, Beionging, D&l Consultant
Charles Haas

Shruti G Na

Claire Lipman-Frank

Jason Puckett



Elvis Diaz

Peggy Skoglund

Sarah Evans

Brittany Robinson

Ding Bing Zheng

Carol Maas, Retired, Program Manager
Tania Malven

Mishta Mehra

Gracie kozma, student

Robin Michelle Kratzar

Lyrin M Abud

RJ Shannon

Suzanne Lewinsan

Lacey Caraveo

Michael Hudson

Chuck Paterson, Nonprofit Interim Leadership and Coaching Consultart
Alyse Howard

Jack Miller

Tess Hilliard

Jodi Selko

Ashlee McGrath

Alissa Parten

Sidney Foultz

Shannon Burke

Steven Rodriguez

Trudie Jacksan

Hailay Edwards

{Catherine O'Connor
Benjamin Krich

Erin Schultz, Marketing Director
Taylor Wolpe

Vijay Sheldan

Baniel Arlotti

Eric Macdonald

Rachael Stottlemyre

Elvse Gentile, Teacher

Emily, Ghan

Crew Warner, Human Being
Edward Besserglick
Doruntine Waddington, Executive Director
Jade Evans :
Jayne Paterson

Jonathan Drnjevic

Iris Rivera, QA Managsr



Ashsuire Forrest

Christine Morissetfe

Iris Avila-\Webb

Theresa Niemeyer

Michele Elizaga

Bill Luke Jr.

Joey Parks

Lauren-Cantoni

James Melson

Josephing Netson

Naomi Mewman

Mane Helt

Katherine Kasson

Anna Darian, Business Owner
Bradley Harris

Dorothy Watkins

Bryan Smith

Sandy Johnson, Reverend
Rarnana, Ferrara

Leonard Guiman

Alaina Chabrier

Berkley Harris

Chuisting Grani-Backus

Lots Jordan
- Kathering Smith

Allison Boley, Dr.

Chris Christensen, Project Manager
MNannette Lawson

Darryle Emerson
" Paula Leeper, Business Owner
Matt Caldwell, Human Resources
Darothea Nobile, CEO

Wark Garcia

Bianca Nava

Kanny Ho, Attomey

Rita Litchfield-Good

Elizabeth Pickering

Rebecra Denis

Christopher Kioeckl, Independent Contractor
lan Girard

Jacob Choulet

Rose M. Mungaray
Cheryl Eameas
CHRISTOPHER TYHURST



Jacque Sutton

Yictor Aronow, Aftorney
Bethal Magy, Dr

WMackenzie Bader, Sr Manager Corporaie Events
Jordan Bader

Lorenz Bader

CASEY BLAKE

Kathleen Bau

Leslie Caplan

Amy Heiiser, 5r. Manager
Siman Qaasim

Melisa Dedilva

Allison (Ghan

Linda Capcara

Deanna Villanueva-Saucedo
Arthur Carter Rogers

Robert Latham

Jonathan Silva

lzabel Chavez

lan Hattendorf

Tony Bucei

Bonnie Sharfman, Rabbi
Tammy Perking
Jose Garcig

kKelsey Knutson
Gary Sherwoed, Former City Councilperson for Glendals
Richard de Uriarte, Journalist
Evelyn Casuga
Linda Angeloff
John Kressley
Shana Momow
D Cotton
- Justin Arispe
Amanda Zink
Elizabeth Mersing
Leanne Murphy
Andrew Ellis
MaKayla Keilor
Mauri Garcia, Lead Compliance Officer
Denise Sotelo
Mary Fiedorozyk
Amy Lov
Melissa Goget
Zach Beaver



Tracey Lopeman, Dr.

Kim ¥hitman

Sandra Rankin

YWiiam Johnson

Liliana Montaya

Micolas Wong

© Andrea Oswald

Michael J. Langley

Samantha Menon

Ronnie Trusley

Heldi Kaminski, Social worker
Tonya Hunt

Bill Noble

McKenna Byrne

Ryan Narmamore

Wartie van der Voort

Micky Walker

Cecile Petlle

Ms. Sylvia Calmelat

Mrs. Gayls, Parent

Gordon Sims, Chisf Development Gfficer
Judy Poal

Scott Harris

Judith McHaie

Kristine Stephens

Nick Jensen, Development Manager
Lee tephens

Jill Bachman

 Becky Stephens, Executive Assistant
Jason Bench, Tattoo Artist
Carlos Contreras

Joseph Shank
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TESU S CHEIST

DT LATTER-TIAY BATANTS

NCRTH aMERICA SCUTHWEST AREA

March 14, 222
RE: SUPPORT FOR THE EQUATITY AND FATRWESS FOR ALL ARIZONANS ACT
Dear Speaker Bowers & Members ol the Ad Hoe Cormittee,

The Church of Jesus Chrosl of Laier-day Saints is pleased to be part of a coulilzon of faith, business, LGBTQ,
and community groups supporting the Aguality amd Fatrress for Al Avizonans Ac. This bill is the result ot
good-Taith offorts to work together i a spinit of muiual respect and accommedation to address 183008 that
thaller W0 overy citizen in Arizon.

Fveryone should have a fair opporiumity ta oblain a jab, a place to live, and public scrvives. This bipartisan
hill protects those rights for LGETQ persong while also protecting the religious fghis of ndividuals and faith
comniliities. While no bill is perfect, this bill strikes a balance that encourages respuel and fairness for all
peopla.

The Church has joined similar coaliions 10 support religions freedom and non-diseriminadion bills in the past,
mcluding one in Utah in 2015 and another al whe federal Tevel in 2019, In supporting ihe federal bill, the
Church stated that “the nation is more united when diverse individuals and groups can work caoperatively to
advance sound policy,”™

We invite evervone to carefully read and consider an address delivered in November 2021 at the Uhniversity of
Virginia by President Dallin H. Ouks of the Church’s First Presidency entitled “Going Forward with Religious
Freedom and Nondiscriminaidon,” available at hipsy/ingwsroom. clunchoijesusehrist org articke reesiganl-
dailisn-h-oales-sreech-upivorsilv-gl-viggmia

In this landmark address, Presidenl Gaks calls for “a new, workable balance belween religioos freedom and
non-discrimination.” In order to achicve this balance, he reminded ns that

(Foad faith negotiation tmvites thal seldom-appreciaied virtue so necessary fo democracy:
wrlerance, free af bigotry ioward those whose opinions or practices differ fom our own.
Far from being a wealmess, reconciling adverse pasitions through respectfid negoriation is o

_virtwe, As Jesus faugii, "Hlessed are the peacemakers: for they sholl be calfed the children of
Gad. ”

President Oals poimted praple 102 “hetter way™ that focuses on “seeking harmony by finding practical
aplations to our differences, with love and respest. [or all people™ which “does not require any compromase of

pore principles.”

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainls supparts hills like the Equclity and Fatrness for All Arfzonany
Act that seek 1o resolve conflicts between LGETQ and religions rights in a balanced and respecilul way.

Sincercly,

S

Elder Jonathan 8. Schmmiil
Aren Seventy

Attachmentg



Going Forward with Religious Freedom and Nondiscrimination

By President Dallin H. Oaks of the First Presidency of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

The 2021 Jaseph Smith Lecture, The University of Virginia, Nuvambar 12, 2021

Friends:

[ feet privileped to be in this honored place. | love this country, which I believe was established with
ithe blessings of God. I love its Constitution, whose principles | believe were divinely inspired.[1] [
am, therefore, distressed at the way we are handling the national issues that divide us, We have
always had to work through serious political conflicts, but today too many approach that task as if
their preferred outcome must entirely prevail over all others, even in our pluralistic sncicty. We
need to work for a better way — away to resolve differences without compromising core values.
We need to live together in peace and mutual respecl, within our defined constitutional rights.

As areligious person who has served in government at both federal and state levels and now as a
leader in the worldwide Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, I have always known of the
tensions experienced when persons who rely on the free exercise of religion arc conflicted between
duties to God and dutics to country. More recently, [ have come to understand better the distress of
persons who feel that others are involing constitutional rights like {ree exercise of religion and
[reedom of speech to deny or challenge their own core beliefs and their access to basic
constitutional rights. I deeply regret that these twao groups have heen drawn into conflict with one
anothoer,

L

As you have seen, [have titled my remarks “Going Forward with Religious Froedom and
Nondiscrimination.” This title acknowledges that cur society is still painfully unsettled in managing
the relationship betweoen religious freedom and nondiscrimination, it also expresses my helief
that it need not remain so. My goal is to suggest a helpful and [easible path forward without
excessively accommodating either the Left or the Right or the Relipious ar the Non-Religious. I hape
whalt I say will be helpful to those who seek a betier way for the advocates of religious [reedom and
nondiscrimination to relate to one another as fellow citizens dedicated to maintaining a civil
society.

I begin with a propesition I hope all will share. As a practical basis [or co-existence, we should
accept the reality that we are fellow ¢itizens who need each other. This requires us Lo accept some
laws we dislike, and 1o live peacefully with seime persons whose values differ from our own. Amid
such inovitable differences, we should make every effort to understand the experiences and
concerns of athers, especially when they diller from cur owin.

We can only succeed in this effort to the extent that we acknowledge and respect each other's
highest ideals and human experiences. We must not be part of what Professor Arthur . Brooks of
Harvard's Kennedy School describes as “a culture of contempt — a hahit of seeing people whe
disagree with us not as merely incorrecl or misguided but as worthless."[2} A basic step is to avaid
labheling our adversaries with epithets such as “godless” or "bigots.” As the Deseref News, a paper
published by The Church of [esus Christ of Latter-day Saints, editorialized:



Conflicts between religious liberty and nondiscrimination principles are exacerbated
when advocates for nondiscrimination paint people of faith as biguts, und when people
of faith fail to eppreciate the brutal history of the busic human rights of marginafized
groups, such as gays and leshiens [3]

When some advocates voice insults or practice other minor provocations, both sides should ignorc
them. Our society atready has too many ucly confrontatians. If we answer back, we tend to mirrar

the insult A better respontse is that of the late Chiel Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks. When he agreed to
meet with a staunch atheist who detested everything he held sacred, the Rabbi was asked whether
he would try to convert him. “No," he answered, “I'm guing to do something much better than that.
I'm going Lo listen fo him."[4]

Another hasic imperative is that we should not seek tatal dominance fur pur own position; we
should seels fairness for all. Specifically, people of faith should not contest every nondiscrimination
law or policy that could possibly impinge, however insignificantly, on institutional or individual
religious freedom. Likewise, proponents of nondiscrimination need not contest every religious
frecdom exemption from nondiscrimination laws, The goals ol'both sides are hest served by
resolving differences through muetual respect, shared understanding, and good faith negotiations.
And beth must accept and respect the rude of law. '

Without acceptance of such ethical and political fundamentals on all sides, we are unlikely te move
forward with this vital task.

] don't mean to minimize the dilficuity of what T am advocating. [ simply invite my audience, who
already understand the complexity of current divisions, to consider the possibility of reconciliation
as [ proceed with the most difficult address [ have ever undertaken.

L.

[ will now suggest some important principles that will help aveid poteniial pitfalls as we attempt Lo
go forward.

Where there is genuine conflict, one constitutional right should not br invoked to try to cancel
anather constinutional right Both must be balanced legally and negotiated politically in a way that
upholds essential rights to the greatest extent possible. [n doing so, people of faith should not
assuwic that Lhose whao advocate nondiscrimination have no regard for religious freedom or that
nondiscrimination lacks any constitutional basis. Similarly, those who advocate nendiscriminalion
should nat assume that those asserting claims of religious freedom are seeking a “license to
discriminate.” There are worlhy constitutional and ethical arguments an hoth sides of such
disputes, and, so far as possible, we should seek to accommodate them consistent with the most
jmportant interests of all sides. This is not easy when we differ so fundamentally en matlers of such
immense importance. But the effort is essential if we are to live together in peace in a pluralistic
society.

We should also he wary of the idea that one set of righls autematically trumps another in all
circurnstances. Both religious freedom and nondiscrimination are impoertant values that are
powerfully prolected by law. Nondiscrimination principles have been given jncreasing socal
recognition in the last century and are now rooted in the constitutional guarantee of equal

2



protection of the law. Yel, they still cannot be said to obviate the constitutional guarantee of
religious freedom.

The First Amendment in the Bill of Rights singles out the "{ree exercise” of religion for specific
protection, along with the related freedoms of speech, press, and assembly. These righbs enjoy
singuiar status because ol Lheir paramount significance to the foundations of our constitutional
republic. They are rights on which all other rights depend. Protecting them is essential to
safeguarding and perpetuating all constitutional freedoms. That is why religious exercise and
religious expression enjoy special constitutional protection.

Bul even Lthough the First Arnendment obwiously guarantees the right to exercise or practice
religious beliefs and alliliations, that right is not ahsolute. As advocates for religinus freedom, we
must yield to the fact that in a nation wilk citizens of many different religious beliefs or disheliefs,
the government must sometimes Hinit the right of some to act upon their beliefs when it iz
necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of all.

With equal sincerity, I invite nendiscrimination advecates to recognize the reality of the'threat to
religious freedom Lhat is currently associared with expanding nendiscrimination: laws. Those who
demand that faith communitics change their practices should not seek to force overall changes by
{egal fiat hut rather cncourage seleclive accommodalions through persuasion, geod faith
negotiation and legislative reform, In this way we ran all unite in support of nendiscrimination in
many aieas of social life.

While we peacelully awsil reselution of conflicts, I strongty urge all participants in these
rontroversies ta acknowledge the validity of and 1o obey existing laws sustained by the highest
available judicial authority in the Constitution. Exceutive officers responsible for executing and
enforcing such laws must not assume authority they do not passess; they too are subject to the [aw.
All such officials take an cath to support the constitution and faws of their jurisdiction. That oath

“does not permit them Lo use Ltheir official position to override the law to further their persomnal
heliefs — religious or ntherwise.

This principle was violated following the Supreme Court's Ohergefell decision by a county clerk whao
inveked religious reasons to justity her office’s refusal to issue marriage licenses to same-gender
couples, More far-reaching violations of the rule of law occirred earlier when a state attorney
general and governor refused to enforce or defend a state law limiting marriages 1o those between
a man and a woman because they personally ppposed that law on secular grounds. Constitutional
duties, including respect for the vital principle of separation of powers, are fundamental to the rule
of law. Neither governments nor their citizens can afford to tolerate the revocation of a law (either
its text or its operation) by officials not consdtationally authorized to revoke it

I

This 15 nol the setting, and [ am not the authority to suggest how the separate guarantees of
relipious freedom and nondiscrimination should be adjudicated in specitic head-to-head conflicts.
My purpose is more medest. | advocate the moral and pelitical imperative of reconciling existing
conflicts and avoiding new ones, not to promuote my [avored ouleome in any particular controversy.
[ come to vou not as a lawyer with the experiences already mentioncd, but as an Apostle of the Lord
Jesus Christ, whorm many of us worship.



5il], relipious Freedom has been a deminant interest of minc for many years, Seventy-three years
aoo, when [ was only 16, the Supreme Court endorsed with parlicular force the metapher of "a wall
hetween Church and State, which must be kept high and impregnable.”[5] The legal reiationship
implicd by this metaphar has been confusing and much criticized and is being selectively displaced.
Over time, T have come Lo wish for 2 better metaphor, one sufficient to detine the limits but also
allow accommodation of the mutual interests of religion and government. Less rigid than a “wall,”
the boundary should be permeable enough to admit light and dexible enough to allow mulual
support. That change has not happened.

We are currently governed by the tests established in the 1990 case of Employment Division v. -
State,[5] butits influcnce is clearly waning. Subsequent cases have exposed its failure as a broadly
applicable and publicly understandable standard to help reconcile opposing parties [7] Rather, it
appears 1o have perpetuated, if nol exacerbated, the divisiveness in our relatlonships. It has become
increasingly clear thatwe now nced a new, workable balance between religious freedom and
nondiscriminalion.

In these circumstances it is timely to ask Aow we should go forward to resolve urgent conflicts
between the wide-spread support for nondiscrimination and the constitutional guarantee of free
exercise of religion. Most media coverage and public perception of these conflicts understandably
forus on court rukings, especially those of the IInited Stales Supreme Court. We all know that the
courts are intended to have the final word on constitutional issues. We also know that court
opinions in'this area are rigorously policed by lidgation organizations on boih sides who splicit and
groom additional cases to advance their causes through favorable court rulings. Though such
rulings are immensely impartant, | caution against primary reliance on juditizl rulings to ultimately
resclve these conflicts, What is needed is wise public policy, not a declaratior: of Lhe winner ina
legal contest.

Litigation should not be the first recourse in resotving our differences. Courts are constitutionally
litited to reselving the specific cases before them. They are itl-suited to the overarching, complex,
and comprehensive policy-making that is required in a circumstance like the current conflict
between two great valucs. Nolwithstanding my vears of working with judicial opiniens, [ prefer the
initial route of legislative law-making vn big questions like the ones now before us. 1 find wisdom in
the abservalion of Professor (later Dean} Martha Minow of the Harvard Law School. In her
influential article on this subject, she concluded that “[ajccommndation and negotiation can identify
practical solutions where abstract principles sometimes cannot.”[8f Professor Minow further
observed that problem-solving by negotiation “is highty relevant to sustaining und replenishing hoth
. Amcrican pluralism and constitutional protections for minority groups."{2}

Sucressful negotialion requires that neither side be unduly influenced by the extreme vaices that
aften drive Jitigation, especially litigation sponsored by ideological groups. Extreme voices influence
popular opinion, but they polarize and sow rescntmeritas they seek to dominate iheir opponents
and achieve absolute victory. Such outcomes are rarely suslainable or even attainable, and they are
never proferable to living together in munial understanding and peace.

Good faith hegotiation invites that seldom-appreciated virtue so necessary Lo democracy: toieranse,
free of higotry toward those whase opinions or practices differ from our own. But learning to live
with significant differcnees requires much more than tolerance, Ir. Alwi Shihab, the Indonesian
President's special epvoy to the Middle East and the Organizalion of [slamic Cooperation, made this
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puint in an address to the faculty and sLudents at Brigham Young University. Relying on the
teachings of the Qur'an, he said:

We must respect this God-given dignity in every human being, even fn our enemles. For
the goal of all human relations — whether they are religious, social, political, or
economic — ought to be cooperation and mutual respect.

Thus, he added, “We must go ... beyond tolerance if we are to achieve harmony in the world."110}
Obviousty, followers of Christ alse have a duty to seek harmeny. Where there are conflicts, all
" should seek peace. )

Far from being a weakness, reconciling adverse positions through respectful negotiation is a virtue.
As Jesus taught, “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God."[11] The
Apostle Paul followed this by teaching Christians Lo "follow after the things which make lor
peace,"[12]and “[i]Titbe possible ... live peaccably with all men.”|13] Similarly, the Book of Mormon
teaches thatitis a "]}LdLEab].E walk with the children of men” that distinguishes a true follower of

Jesus Christ[14

Such teachings impose duties and can create lensions that [ will now address. On this subject]
counsel my fellow Latter-day Saints specifically, but also request the consideration of those who
share our belicef in Lhe Bible, and even those who unly embrace its wisdom. § will illustrale some of
fny points with the experience of the Latter-day Saints because [ believe the lessons we have
learned from that expericnce are applicable to any who seck to obey both the law of the land and
the law of their God, even in circumstances of extreme tension.

IV,

What [ have described as necessary to going forward — namcly-seeking harmony by finding
practical solutions to our differcnces, with love and respect for all people — dees notrequire any
compromise of core principles. Both religious and secular rule are ordained of God for the good of
His children. As is generally known, Jesus taught this during His ministry. Some who sought to trap
Him asked [esus whether it was right to pay taxes to Caesar. They wanled to force him to declare
publicty that his followers were not subject to the civil law. lnstead, using a coin of the Roman
overscer as a visual aid, Jesus answered, "Render [meaning give] ... unto Cacsar the things whieh
are Caesar's; and unto God the things that arc Grod’s.”[15]

The religious duty to ubey the law of the land and to live peaceably with ail people does not
contemplate that'the religious will abandon the public square. In a free society like ours, alt are
lawifudly privileged and morally obligated 1o exert their best political efforts to argue for what they
think is most desirable. For example, it is well-kaown that The Church of Jesus Chrisl of Latter-day
Saints exercised its constitutional right to express ils posttion that the traditional legal delinition of
marriage should be preserved. But in 2015, when the Supreme Court pronounced the legality of
same-sex marriage, the Church immediately ceased all such upposition, and publicly acknowledged
iLs acceptance of the constitutional law established by the nation’s highest court[16]

Of course, a church’s refigious marriage law and practice, which uphalds the Biblical undersianding

of marriage, remains in force on its adherents when it does not viciate what Jesus called Cacsar’s
law. Joseph Smith, for whom this lecture is named, taught that “religion is instituted of God; and that
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men are amenable o him, and ta him anly, for the exercise of it, unless their religious opinions
prompt them to infringe upon the rights and liberty of others."[17

Therefore, notwithslanding its heavity criticized opposilion in the poiitical debate over same-sex
matriage, The Church of [esus Christ of Latter-day Saints reached out tv nondiscrimination
advocates and participated in Utah negotiations over shared concerns an housing and employment.
‘Ihe discussions that followed were previousty thought impaessible for cither side, Over a six-year
period, however, they were able to craft suitabie Jocal and statewide legislatian because adversaries
gradually learned to understand each other’s positions, induding what they deemed most
important to affirm and protect by law. Ove participant told me that he recalls them as "an cffortin
peacemaking, learning how to live together” with mutual respect, cven love.

At issue was a head-to-head conflict between [ree exercise of religion and nondiscrimination in
housing and employment in a 5alt Lake City ordinance first proposed in 2009. In time, a jointly
designed proposal gained traction, and its adoption at the city level prompted an effort to adopt a
stmitar law statewide. The resulting law, later called “the Utah Compromise,” was enacted with the
Church’s fuil supportin 2015. This law offered protections to both sides. One side obtained
stonilicant legat protection from discrimination in employment and honsing. The other side gained
proteclion for religious freedom in ils most sensitive areas of Church cmployment and student
housing. While the law gave neither side all that it sought, its reconciliations did grant both sides
significant benelits — a win-win outcome — that could not have been obtained without the
balancing of interests made possible by the dynamics of the lepislative process.

In conirast to the tendencies of the judicial branch to decide complex issues i a winper-take-all
adversarial process, the legislative process in Utah provided an opportunily Lo [orge enduring
relationships and to craft workable long-term solutions. Here is how Troy Williams, executive
director of Bguality Utah, described the process:

We found solutions together. Nefther side compromised our values, but rather, we
discovered new ways forward that respected each ather and forged dreds of conmon
ground. Bringing diverse voices Lo the table is hard. It requires expanded empathy and
patience. But when we ratchet down the vitriol and seck areas of agreement, incredible

things can happen f18}]

T'he resulting “Utah Compromise” on housing and employment was a palhbreaking beginning that
has been embraced by all parties, including the leadership of 'T'he Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. As a Church, we are committed (o Lhe free exercise of religion to allow us Lo practice the
principles of our faith, But we are also commilted to fimdamental fairness and the rule of law. We
see the process that succeeded in Utah as a promising way Lo have both religious protection and
fundamental fairness, particularly on individual {ssues like housing and ernplﬂyment Whether it
can be applied to other sensitive issues remains to he seen.

In this regard, [ must add that the Utah Compromise required more than palitical cngagement.
Eszsential to our side was the principle of honoring both divine and wortal laws. Rendering to-
Caesar in good faith requires religious persons and associatiens to acknowledge what their
sovernment doees for them and to be faithful in fulfilling the reciprocal respensibiiities they owe Lo
the government and their fellow cilizens. All should observe the laws and respect the values of the
country thal guarantees their freedoms. This is a debt of gratitude that should be paid gladly.
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But what if neither side Lo a controversy over religious freedom and nondiscrimination can make
the cnmeessions necessary Lo reconcile their differences? On a broader front, what if the conflicting
demands of civil and religious law are such that they cannot be resolved by negoliation? such
circumstances rarely exist. [[ Lhey do, the experience of The Church of |esus Christ of Latter-day
Saints sugpests that a way can be found to reconcile divine and human law — through patience,
negotiation, and mulual accommedation, without judicial fiat or other official coercion.

That was the outcome of the painfud, nationally debated contest over scating Latter-day Saint:
Apostle Reed Smootin the United States Senate in 1903, 1 do not have time to tell the story of this
four-year Senate hearing, but recommend it to you as a fascinating account of a political negoliation
which, according Lo a brilliant scholarly analysis by your own Kathleen Flake, “hammered outa
twentieth-century model for church-state relations, shaping [or a new generation of Americans
what it meant to be froe and religious.”| 18] Where coercive efforts against a church (by mob
violence, public shaming, military might, stalutory criminalization, and even disincorporation) had
{ailed, politics — “the art of the possible, the attainable — the art of the next best”[20] — finally
succeeded, and one of its leaders was scated in the Senate.

Mutual accommodation between the Latter-day Saimts and the rest of the country was achieved by
adversarial parties who were able, by political means, to identify and “preserve the deepest
interests of the greatest number of parties.”|21] That is the essence of cunstruclive politics, which is
somelhing to be emulated in our own day. [ndeed, the terms for maintaining a workable
relationship between church and state that emerged from the Smoet hearings are applicable to all
sides today: obedience to the law, political toleration and commitnient to the common good.

UInited States history is replete with failures and successes in protecting religious and other civil
rights. Let us hope that current efforts will add another success to the troubled history of the
intersection of divine and civil law. '

W,

In the meantime, religious loaders must not overlock the fact that the preservation of religious
freedom ultimately depends on public appreciation and support for the related First Amendment
freedoms of religious consclence, association, and free exercise. In turn, such appreciation and
support depends on the value the public attaches te the positive effects of the practices and’
tearhings in churches, synagepues, mosgues, and other places of worship. These effects include
their encouraging ohservance of civil law and church-goers' improved health and lungevily recently
highlighted in a eover story in Christianity Today.[22]

Teachings based on faith in God — however defined — have always contributed to moral actions
that henefit the entire nadon. This will continwe to be so as religious people love and serve their
neighbors as an expression of their love of God. As Lance E. Wickman, generat counscl of The
Church of fesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, recently observed:

When we exercise gur religious freedom to serve and It to strengthen commurity tes
und to pour oif on froubled woters, ond to make Americd better — when we use our
religious freedom to bring people together in unity and love — we ure defending and
preserving religious liberty and the Constitution in @ mast profound way.f23]

[n1 this way, more than any other, the importance of relfigious freedom will be better understood and
Letter protected.



I earnestly invite all religicus leaders and associatiens to coalesce more effectively — and that ullen
means oul of court — to seek peaceful resolution of painful conflicts hetwreen religious freedom and
aundiscrimination. This does not require an examination of doctrinal differences or even our many
comman elements of belief. All that is necessary [or unity and a bread coalition to promate our
comimeon need for religious freedom is our shared conviction that God has commanded-us to love
oRne another, including our neighbors with differcent beliels and cultures.[24] This invites alf
believers, as President Russell M. Nelsan has challenged our members, to “expand our circie of love
to embrace the whole human family,"[25]

In doing so, we must net allow fears about lusing our own [reedoms make us insensitive to others’
claims for theirs. Let us unite with those whe advocate nondiserimination to seel a culture and laws
that respect the rights of all to the equal protection of the law and the right 10 the free exercize of
relipion, From the experience of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints { believe we can
proceed toward Lhis soal by mutial respect and willing accommadation. The right relationship
botween religious {reedom and nendiscrimination is best achieved by respecting each other enough
to negotiate in goad faith and by caring [or each other enough that the freedom and protection we
seek is not for ourselves alone. | pray for Lhat result under our inspired Constitution, as we pledge
to be "one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” In the name of Jesus Christ,
amern.
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T me. [ﬁdﬂ}I- vvorvana swho slmged me, accl ssoeowediog

kly fowvest polot lo Hle was 8 remamng

cperivne: Gral hiv ma every timg T felt lle [ wisn'o pleasing
ur good cnough, ar weasn T fele Uke o Gailure 82 5 man, This
happenad whenever snotional siluatinma T 8Fen noe-seiual
pluvsical touch Wigpered ooy menagries of the abiuse, leaving
frwz peaicked and ashamerdl Tdecided be sede cheage in nu
lifis becauses [ resfizad thatTwas too broken m heiofimare wil
emynne. Tneaded professlons hueip.

myaelf with a Leallby, lovieg Chriscsn
conuruunity, Aspe cialkr atber guys.

I ewer used to skoapgle with speing nvgelt 25 8 woras,
Mo, T see mvsell as 2 man and engov belng a meu. 1 osod
o teal [y and finti of shame, bol oow 1 el Gesn and live
eutirely shama-free, 1 absolulely kns my life today, and I
am pasaonate aboed hringing hope apd encouragetio:. Lo
rthets
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CHAKGED

Counseling hetped me revisit the sexual assault. I

discovered that it was linked to all my health issues, PTSD

7

and same-sex attraction.

BEEE STEYENS

hen §was Biteen, I wis Blindsided by sexual assant
W Foz vears aliervwarnd | battled dopression, self hatreed,
sulllarn, porungrapher snd mastuctalion, fesr of e, aol
ESLI Lweas terrified of revisitiog du incident, g0 T suppresed
iroAand wen? on medicalion tnoeope Wil my hesith and
pevchologlcal sues.

I pulluge L met a girl whio, b s day, fg oo best iend.
Cbur leiendabip developed guickly, snd we begume cemameky
rlaze. Although we'd sullerad dffterent Firme of abnse, we
hecame the answer w earh other's puin, zod the smotiooul
lulitpaey see shared fn1ed sespel

L eowld newer fully resonule with identifloy as leshian o
misrmad, Ferlcotldu'|L deny that Twas 0 a suroe-
26f lelatlonehip wich mmy besr {iend. | hated
Welml et wene doing i seceet, and | never fonmd

Today, I

us dlenulingr hiwide pach other and marmied, but nal W each
odher (vt mmsbands, klds, and families swerounded ng, Wi
weTe in [ove with eus hosbands and moeee sadsfied with the
thia we evier wen vwith rach oeher, aod my reladomship wity moy
pHRrCils wak Tesrnreel, It that rcnnene | heard Jess say o me,
"fam ean b witl vouw Lusi [end fomever, Whichuver weay gou
chonze, Tpraluise pou, el never feave vow Bur, ifyon choose
a telalioeship with heg mon will loave 3e T rowldn'l Lear the
Laogeht oF lesvityg Teguas, iy ble vaz relling roe i irath.

B F chose, She chiuse. We hoth wanted e second futre,
w0 we aalied peopls noont clreh Lo help, The thougt of
opcuing up about our clogeted olulinnahip was toerilving,
but they arubrced us Tgot pastoea] cunsaling
aud read Booka shout floding Freedom i my
sexuality, Conngellng belped me vevdsll L

luzling fulfilmenr. The vscape T sought Lo fEE} \ThﬂEc. seial assalldh, and | odiscovered thal iL waa

e sexal walone by heing with ber wvar shore-

livecl and ouly reinforeed the dlseonnece T fede towared men. 4
cowvinued myself it was Jusla phese that wonld v ewsy o
ils wrem, bart thiee veans lulur we were st st in o semetThar
was incredsingly haed to bide, T acmally Lle empry and moce
ianlated Gias buelnra we became Heomls.

Thi lemming point for me bappenad when T wke up nest
te her pne momning sud savetwn verslows of my life flash
befrwe 1y eyes. In anw funee, Tsaw ewyself living an openly
gy Lifeslyle and mamied to her; behind me was a cowpleldy
severud relationship with my fwmily, ™ the nesd Tuwee, | s

linkied b wll iy health igsnes, FTSEY, and same-
5o ATactlon. Within monchs, v PTSEF symplums dissipated,
Twenl ol medication, and the sexuad deawe | had toward Lher
bugsan to change: She weat Qurvugh her mem healing process
ton, and we've been hoeallhy und frer for four vears now. 'Tha
gexmal tensior awl crdependency are gooe. We lore g
frlerdsliip ihis war
‘Wnday, Teal wiale, Tteef sale arvund men again, aed i is
nn longet diftferlt e Jovk: G i chs eyes, Tamt even looking
forward vo dating zuys; samething T lave ot Sl i yrats |
Lewe ooy Ty o und fee] drapbr restorerl.
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1 had been wanting to pursue change for quite some time bhefore
the tragedy ai Pulse happened.

ANGEL COLON

ylife hesore I putsnred clizage i e srraliiy wes wliat
M Fwordd vall "a hot wess” Lok, empey, Wl
shackled, and unfoved wors the was | =0t for Light veurs mfter
Fearme oul ‘the more watenpe Divas, Hie worae i soL Ry lite
wai w0 conmmed by homosesaaiy, clrugs aud ligunt thai |
woulln't giva e ime of day oo my farnily. Having heen refid
in agrrong Chrixtian hoiw, LfAlTa duer roplist hetyraen wiar
Thad kosrwen t be goud end alshe,
20 the Tife Tiwas living,

_ Ican now
I wake up hungover on e
Tth, 20L6; alter 3 night of drinkdng ’WE]&E true

snd cdrug wse, Thal evening roy

[ coulda't belivee Tjust wilnessed her dearh, T was Luritied 1

wauld be uexl. Feeling e shgoter behind me, 1 ulrered e |

thrarglit voould he o last Priticr Bvenindhi: wemiblewomeant,

the prace s11d hupe of Gad Ninded we. | heard a lood shot

arnd Lelr vy body jnwep wp and dosn, | thonglin L was deud.

Afler sevezal tnimaies, | starmed Laring cop radioa. Tralsed my
Bz, calling ouw: “Flrase cowme gat me Fm alivel®

I hzd Luen weanting L porsae

83}; I lﬁlﬂ'ﬁr vhange [ur quite 20 Gme befon

the (rgedv at Pulia happuened.

hﬂppﬂlﬁﬁﬂ I wniserd, oy [aid, and I ooisged

fricuds ani T owent o Pl a iS? -‘irl} ﬂt IHEE I{FFE ES)‘ s e el happiness.

club 1 Oilandn, AT 02 A.m,

M had sloreen prayiow for God o

_ - ) m‘_{' mﬂgt impﬂrtal‘igﬁ'?; do sumething i change wy Fre,
eveTyTilly changed, Whils saviug L

ML gooibyes, we S & hig Fom “Whﬂt EI‘IEE ]]EEEEE iﬂu

I dwpred vy driok, realizing the

sounds were Eunshots, A we ram § wse go] seareril lirnes
and fell down, palling iy Ferds with e, Slruggling Lo sl
barkup, [ ldr a fast step el oy Left g £l Leard 4 Lowl
anzp wlich resaliced in myledl imrr becaling, T eonldn't moee
or even fael mg Tegs, 5o T cuveted oo head and aterl still,
Wliar fallowed wis cllaos ull ayownd me, T slarted curnfmTing
thie larty i nest to me, whis puring to ket to prownd to be
dead. Fiouked at heracd fesd o Tomd shat. 4s Lur eyes shat,

As | recoverd, the suppor: af 11
[estors became a [eline. T foiwd
that I vould talic w themn ahont
unyrhing vithent Judsment or rojection ad Trreive counsel
amd help. Since ey sannied oy st e hoen able be smbraces
crucial belp and rescucces tald e in rediscoverng wir Lile
and faith, I'm st secivuring bul vury pratetid L um here ey
M7 life nuvria & counplite [8U frem the e Chad befage.

Fecling empsy and Lloaely imatde was slowly des Lrendmg me,
2t 1 eam paiy sy T lawoe what e happiness is, whar e lave
L. anr mest importendy whar tous neace is.

GHANLGIED

FEARIESS IDENTITY
fearlessidentity.co

B PN S e e o o |




#ONCESAY ETQRIES

ITT

EEVIN A5 & TRANSEE AL PROETITUTE

s a child, 1 eudured verhal, physicat, ard aexuel alazse. n
the Lo grade, evaryune called me “pay” and “tagunl” breause
T acerned snoce Serminine (ian oiher hoye. Woeds sue prasariul,
anid [ eleved thoge Hes. | bugan having sesne-9ex attvacton
at a yeung age, uod, by age 15, Leae our andd atarivd dressing
in dmmg, I was embraced &ad acoepled nto s rronuclty
of people Muar T eould nelate to, and Qi
wleation and recegnition of dresslig in drag
[reaine addirtive.

&y moon @8 T weas old enongh, | gou inie
e chih goene as an eoterlainel, Therperaw
[ur meoney, Eslurted working o the adult

SRE DpUrlol domimally, 2ad wrboim

"model.” | thouglie this seoald be tepyparazy, bud earning nver
$1k o day brcame addierive and L couldn'tstop. den made me
fuel sony arnd wemmted.

I huied Christams becanse all Tl cver been tanghs by
the Cmreh was that gay preple were gaing iu Lell and theic
purtizhmment frim God was w sooleact ATTDS und div, 5o,
fipured, FFm going b L, Tmight as well have fim dolug 5,

Fromually [ sealized how torie and wddictlve oy lifestyle
had besnme. Many fiends and acquaintances bad disd
ol from HIY, aned T sawothers ruin theiv lives wilth drugand

COMING OUT, ;x| |

comingouiglobal.com . |
|

44

E et in & dysfimetionad honswith 2 vesy alarsiee fathor.

Iove being
& man just
the way L was
incdusley &8 & TAMsscaal prostitale, phone (Eesigﬂed 111 be, rue autd T gree i ol 2l of oy female clothing

CITANGED

I did not come to Christ seeking change in my sexuality.
[ simply came to Him with the desire for a healthy life.
' He did the rest.

KEVIN WIIETT

alenhn] addictions.

One day, while working in a male srin cul, one of the
stripper bops fmveiled me toogo Lo elmneehe T thaughi i wees
weeird, but I vas apew Lo 1t and | oweal. That day & aeenl Wb
plapted in oy Leart.

A fewr muooths laver, T gl nsdted v rhurch on Easter
Suraclay, God grabbed iy srrentou dwough a modern-day
remion of the resommection of Chriat being
plaped nut oo stage, and Lhopao oo o Vaaw
all that Feas biud done for me. Ll was the
firsi day of ma wall with Clist.

Fareanlually 1oy desires w da drag, pariy,
or hare arcessansd, God hegan speaking o

and accessories. My het began o chage
dgamnatically as God sonionued to sha oo my tue fdenliiy.
L dld nat come o Christ rocking change in wy semality. |
siTnply catre o Hit with the desire o a heatthy lile, and kepr
20 rpen wind sod loving heart. He Qid (e rest.

I nome wedepstand thal i sensiliviiy and nteresls o
aei, Feshiom, and beanrty du wot equate Lo homosemality.
Americen cuttro places a stigra oo e 1Ewe doa't wareh
fonthall wud acra cerlain way, we tiosl be gy But thal is a lis,
I amt cremed e God 7 image, and He gaee me 2 creative mind,
Llove Being a suan just the way ITwas designod o be.
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One book Iread about a guy coming out of homosexuality
changed my fife,

AMNDREW FRANKIIN

T AUE, | wems frach ontof cullege, Thar a carrar o misleal

theawer fa Mew Yors Clue T s yrddenritied, a1l T wag
sexually addicled. Twenl W and!tunes, ocasionally £l shmss
fnd regulely dared moen. T veas aerally involved willl Aty
mem gd hued many me nigly mands, throupgh Ciaisslis ar
orhes waps. Twas in reladouship aler retalivnaldy that Failad
and hud hochup sfeer hookp hat jusl made me fe] bad
about rapsell and the vlukines I waf ki, Bulit was what all
myfidends were dofog, Mweas fust i

wormal’ auys. T b o understaud tha ragsons why,

Dig bool; in particular aboee g guy cmmydes ont of
homosemality ok Anged roy Wl L resonoled with e 0 four
sorieoie el stocy of belny pay 1dealified, and it qie me
a vision lor havluy inttmis relatonships Gue weren’ mede
like the emes I uxed o hees. T alas amendad a sppoce grop
for wmen strugling with wwwsnted same sex i,
fheleriaemp] semal url i i, and pumograpbn addicliom. T

wak knewn thare, and T learned how i live

My Jowrest podot carne ulls g LI thai | [ﬂ' T'es {}Ilﬂtﬂd honesy.

had gone 1o ooe night with & few frieads 1

lodsr Tam na longer sexlially acdloed,

fad gotrer: deunls and done crups, se when I.'g"fth me tﬂ Fve been aoher fom semuwl nddiction énr
winke up the et eoming, Tdide'tranembar wbmi 17 vears nowe T wwlised Iy [MIETLL
near somenne : r

apthing from Uhn miglt befrre, ¢ juest Luic

i Sen with moen acrelly came [rom decp

'
teally had abuur whativer Bad happooed, EES{_‘E 5 Stﬁrv. salimnal needs. Fve found that havieg
L

I called sowne fifends and found ol chat 1
hud dlsousperrad wy friends in veally had wavs ard semzally
assiillied smotbior man, Thees webien T lguee whal | was duing
Wity fifewunm 't working. Thad o do som etlsing.

1 hegan pursilige Christiun faitky ahandy afrer har,
L it Joaowe hovw that 1as supposed to help we with my
semmality. A feicod ecommended T oall with s pasliral
rATeEiveT, Wi hud alao cime gul of Admaaerality, and [ mel
with hirn weckly for the nexs seveial v, Lo Belpud me o
inderstaind why I was feeling the semea sey Aftaclion, why T
hud alwis fak dilicrert as o by and as 4 man than the olher

hesltly, plicanie relatfonsiips wlh them
Je mach anove FGne (hen bivéing semal snoowulers wit
thea,

Suvatal years aller making vhese lifa chanyes, T uer 5
woman frem wiy church who iz owe ¥ wile. Wethe heen
nuamted Do five years and bave Gires cilldren. I bueve ctam,
amazing chilGren and u fialtillicys roarciage, aad 1'm lparning
how 1o best lavs hes snd mual her fucl safe and cmne wlive,
T'ina rovwseling pastornase, and Tineet v wnnyindividaals
and kelp them. My #8z luoks draslica Wy U Duerene thiee it clid 35
WEREE o, Al 1'nt ga than'did Ler that,

ANTHOCH NOBMAN
ANHOCHAGHNAL. COH




COMING GUT AGAIN
comingoutagain, org

&€

CITANG T

Ineeded a counselor, someone who could help me unravel
the deep emotions.

KRIS OLSEN

was amrared emotondlly Lo ocher givls n Junios Liph
ESChDDl- In oy luse Leens, T oatarted fecliug plesdcally
altractod Lo gics. | newer ger-ideniiled, ax | didn't five the
faelinges amcd wanted them to o wvay. | was frogmmated, had
g dea wheie the ataclios vwos coming frouy, aod warled
raeduicng for o with o

Lexrovy curly 505, Thad @ powertul eocouneer with Jesag aad
treeived him as wiy Savlos I dwoghl chat as

sealivy. Shewras practleally ry droam gitl, burall along, T fele
1msettled abont il and vey intermaily confllobed.

Bl vwasnLe Choirtiar, and I was, Oue day as we 5at o my
var ealking, 1 mesitioned a biblical concept that applled Lo oer
rapicf comversadal., I suid, " thera's thiz Sedpture in the Kible
thetsays ., Elundy (infshed when zhe tuznml wme and 2aid,
"Shul ug? 1'me an tived of hearing alred besws, ¥ pou mentluo

Him ot tore Llieoes, I'm oot of thls car and

a Christiane, Twould nol vxperisnee samne -Sex 'l' cni ﬂ_}r m}" yau'l reever sre e again.”

ailraclion aoynuice. Bnt glthough T wasu'l

sndderhr, T kew Twas ol u crnssrnads of

L]
wcting am it at &fE it did noet go weay. 1'm s 'h‘cﬂd_{]m ﬂ_’ﬂd cheosing wy falib or her. In that memenl, 1

memhar of the IPGA and was sn focozed

L3 s .
o nyy cacesr bl allcawdions faded to the ITE hﬂpp}’- 1l way che hardest decisivo { hed ever

Lisckpround.

Ahout ten, years aftes bvuming a Chidarian, wihile v a
Fnsiness meetlng, I lovked weras the Toom and el eys
conlAcL willt o wornun, 1 was mmediasely auracled tisher, and,
TouulE ses im her eyes That slie was exloersely atmacred, to me,
Leen. | dedn't wesnt to prasue woydhing with ber, so I resclved L
keep oy dlstance.

4 couple of mantha later nanodier busines: meedtg, she
sui dowm nert o e, She agled Low 1w doing, and I ended
upumnieading all of my wode-relabed fmstraticons and scopoles
o el She oured w hefp me Lecanse siw'd bad similar
experivnces, 4o L agreed. We stiick. up a Idendship, which
beuame nralatonzhip, and I enivced into the wosd of lesbian

chiese eny [ailby,

made, and 1 aew I neoded scrions welp
warrk thrangh it, I needad mere han just reading Scriptoes;
I meeded a connseiog sumeann who rould felp e ol
the deep csuulions from a faith-based perspective. | ended
Lp juioing e Christtan odnlsty peogramr sehere | gained
underatanding alout wihers wy swoe-ses feslings bad come
from, Dalso attended a conlerence wad resd & conpla of ool
041 e lepic of ransforming nmwanmed same-sos alidacion.
Al ol thesr things weta haaling for me.

Todsr, I'nmne fonger avbacio? W owormen, and | hmes
atraction toward mcr U curcenly sinpte, enjoyrmr freed o,
aud e Dapapry weilhs being released from the inrense conflict in
ey ol pver Ty senalite

E
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! learned how to be a goad friend to guys (hard at first) and to
love a woman whom I married. Best choice ever.

ANDREW COMISKEY

v frerdom from e domination of homesemaliv
M began Wl a movelation of the rass: God's rcieal
salt glving, God gave all and all TTe wded iz that T give Him all,
Thae Lock dme. Young and sexuellv chavged, Tlound ghvingup
Ty amtf! hard, I huew deep dewn the

rhinkluy and in oy dally decisions. | leamed how Lo be 3
gowd [iemd to guys (hard w frst) and to [ove o wiscnan whmn

Jmurmiad, Best ciwsice: ever,
I also learned thar maless T was monted 1 a dyaamie
comsuenity 4 faith, T wmowld be sucked

v ways wear deslooctve, bt I hed ner GD(E i_[]‘gi’ited EYFE®  Lak irn perverting auy ooed for lowe,

enklzhy Lraclion with Christians Lo discore:

L prese o Lowe e real prosence of Tesis

L divine Lowe cotld surpass oy faelings. tﬂ‘ dlg dEEpEF i His Wiosd and swinta, in musle. eud in

I wvolleped Retwieen pay and  Chrislion

- - out edurw to mreate a bowe for Him, As
enlture for & wiiide before T"gos’ the Cross, lﬂtﬂ "E,tfh}T I Was

e pachsred gt the Hesl Wineyerd Clonch

Suteender wo [esusinade the diflerencs. o 1 z v In Los Aneades, Ll decpened antheolic
at odds with my ¢ r

Sooomd, God showed me T was

wiorzhlp, There my fismcé and I bupan m

L] -
veewtre 0 His Lowge—a msm intended mﬂsc{ﬂllnlty_ gatier with gav-identtled porseos whops

frr & woloau. ‘lbac s &0 ngqueslionabla

touth, bat my Bible-todng world asressed sobae | shenld nal
di swmally ratker than who | was ags Guds gendered Hily.
hat invited me W dig deeper into why I wag at odds with
my rnasenlinlly unc v ger on with the basluess of relaring
i women. Gender reconciliatim hecame o préoming in

we helped to know Jesus. ‘lagerher we
disrowered s slrength parfecled in weslmess, That bevans
the basis for Living Waters, @ yroup sl row as 2 Caibalin
i wy parialh; cur groups nowe tHaw ol to evoery comminent
[desertatrearors ). My well belng is bound up in helplig
make the Lruken hady of Cherisl heaorifal far Jesus,

YREW

ISKEY

28
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I jove the way that I look; I enjoy being a woman and can now
express that healthfully.

CARLY L

tarting frim a varvvenmg age, Lexperienced a dee Aesire
S Lo e & boy, and as I grew older §wus onby aitcacted
ferarlea I looked At huns as foe borhers and best Grlends,
VWiomen were what I wanted to cheriah, prosect and inves, iy
pmodons snd foelings oy whercus, bogys

TCH

alashian life. bhepan o go o rharch and read loads and loads
o books on semality. T lownd myseidlisteniog W hundreds of
differco podeasts. While 1dld tat, over she crurse of 2haud
four naomths, Wy Aacien w wosnen completely disappeared.

Tast faware W o, theee aud a half

Wt wod a Tomantic inleeest whatsnewer. ln h }T atu‘actinll wears Jalel, and 8 1ot has chuoged for e as

high suhiool, I aloeeed mysell wo esplore mw

aeamna ity and ooy attract on o wien e
Ceentnally, b [ound myself in a

relalioosily with & v, whoin T wanted

fo women
completely

awomam. § love the waychar 1 ook | Tove mmy
Liadr and really cojuy geténg dressed 1 and
[unwy. T love the fact chay ny body can bivt
rhildreo, Al T heve foond thul | eojos elng

| ]
to marry. D, wiy givlriend beake up with d_[sapp{:ﬂl’ﬂd. avoman all aroune and can o express Diat

me, aort Twas lof alone, Twas s0 depressed,
cealielng that Thad noliing and that | dido't want the life that
! had beea WAng for vescs. I wanted to die and coulda'rsee a
wray it o inyself,

En iy pain, Lstited seatehing foriGod, Tolldn't nawrwha
clso 1o da, a0 T zsked for I35 help beeause Ldidn't wanr to live

bealthfolly. 1o evew fowd ggself dedog
mew e neticing dilfeeent thinga that 1 desive In 0w famre
hushensd, Fm loaking foreecd to maniing e o aed starting
& frmily wike L, God led wee v & jonmey rher curnplataly
changed my Tike Meough many dillerem means, and my L
has never heen belier
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Ltelt like I was a prisoner of my

&L

OWIl emagotions, But didn't

know how to deal with any of it,

HILARY BIRICH

ma il bar ¥ whale fie T vunted 1y hes
E fonivzed aud pever feir lije | K
g aleohrd i belp we CURe wdth ffe
ather Aty wars, aapeell,
AP oo i, [ emnativnally fell i1 Tove with o Wumlam, I
WA A nfaloation, really. [ nevar fell b 1)
nus, Twng pewer hapgmy, and 1 confibaally o
nighlmates while | wy, wllk her 7 bag STAL L}

By Tialt VELY
who Twas, | slured
I TATH UL TS CopiTE i

Today, I can

thanrgh Thad heey Renyilyrit,

Adter Uzl Treached unrin alriend wiin fag fone hrougly

Lhis pracesy of NSO seynl wholmesa, 4o she bhilpad mac

[OL8ss My nene Blopd, dhen roungelin foumd a fairh bazed
ELoup speciticaliy fay pedpla whg shrale wirly chejr Aexnalily,
and ¢ sllemfod hel F0-weei Pooglany e
read books 1ha) helped a5 pain Perspertive

i Pl @ aexuality end oo for ealitg wih
dwr thin path with han bat | bypsr | didnt lii'llth;flﬂl}f say

WENT 10 fillv ga dosyn thur baif, D dovw, 8
believed that T wgs Lredatod Lo fie g faoale, wiin
WAEL'E deafgud g Aitetlier ferra)e
Lweas also depregsad, § hag 0 pEdce, und
Mhad & tow af arvgdery, T falt Tike |y g Pisoer of my men
emotlong, | way miserable, and I wanted 1, Mo Bur I didn't
browe haw ta dag) with oy at]),

T evennnully decidad ) Sl drinking and PeOvilT, and |
mtwed sesing 4 coungelar We ware jug FAplaring wivar way
Jting on, and Ly the tirst lime, Freuliged that my cnnlusion
abiat my sexalive wua cemsing all af muy QUL gt evey

that F love
being a gird,

WowWanred sexogl Faractions, My salety
the zrmip FAVE e |he abiifly tiy ralk fruwmly
ahaur 1t und npy fag Alume ur fsolaged 1y 2y
eEperences. T dme tiree hrmiea each WA [
Aviend this group vvery i it o L a1 7T s
PELBL Ul 1t T e for me Beciusy s teelity free for e
first time in ny e,

Trday, I ray LChilY sur that T Love beig # girl, 'm g
louger motmglled by my see! deslres, I'm newly duting

B anel I feel minre prave wirhin el dzan T ever Faye in
b le Jae

THARLED

i3I

s,
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I could have come out and said, "T'm going to live & homosexual
lifestyle,” but I didn't want it.

DAVED REECE

o Wl Time T e ape (hees to seventeen, wy Ufe tras
marked by addictinn tu permesephy, same-see pom,
nnbealthy relatioistilps, confused fdealily and senal abuse.
T el duplicitons Eoe wlth g lor of behiod-desed-doors
Delyanrior. 1 seermed 1lee a groat Lld, Mo one suspueciesd Tias n
pai=y, bur b louelt and comfusud.
dw consi Tailesled e from ags faee Lo sEteen. From
the agw ol foun Twas eelracied toothet hoys. In bigh
sehonl, Tyeus addlcted w0 pocnuad had eaconmterns
wiih other brys, so I faoaghe meybe [wes gaw, Bur

I have

| hatt weets the tmmimye poinl [er me. Right awiy [ olacted connsaling
sesaions s Lelped mne gul our of pam emd sorfusion. acad
sncdersmnd thal [ust becmse | s wolested arHwer didn'troea |
st g, Them Lweru hieough 5 21 -week progeam directad & semual
brobenness and velwivoa bammga. m 205, Sooush onnseling
and the 21-weel peogram, L el feedom and healivg oo e
x00ms that had bren casiog All my prado and semmsl codisinm, aol
frabern ur actelETATN EVer birwak

Befory | walked aut of same-sox alleactlon, T
vy Fnew falor happiness, Today my Tile T crasy

L]
whuna cinse friend sasuce oot I e i wasn L adiar ) ErELd“m Elil.:lll wsad fi2ll D'Fj('f].". EPur e Hrst thme in ™=y il

[wmnted and made A conscious decizion nolw po SNt d

Ao tnan pulby

I here [eedorn and clacily, and things keep
getdng dlearcs every day T'ma Fodly genninely

In college, | didn't act ant in hoecemal Elﬂ]‘"ity, counected to mywcllawd others. T hava cunfidence

hehaviur but nsed potuegaply to comfore wysalt

i vy Inneliness and hrokenoess. Wlen Tree my il o 2002,
she vwas the i person Twes hanusl with abont my lileleg
udl divtlen v prm ad s e-sew Atracton. Tvas very atmaced
tn her hut T dldn T kroe b to tecomnale thal wil (e conflier
raging wilhin me.

L 20T v coewded, and T tnak my poi addictinn inle eue
maras By vhe s yedr ot ynardage Crirge 50 1eally romgh. 1
lenensr | (Respreraredy readed help, Qe pight « fricod veld e alent
a program b was I thatves holping i expaien e bicalivg and
understannd iy soxoedity, and he encouczged me to checlk ol

1 relulicoships and in mysell, and everyrhing is so
mmuch clearer o
"I hen: s oo donbr in oy i that if T hed nelhad access
the counseling, books, and prosrams [yeerd thrgedy, LEwonld
hawe bean sonil-crusbing, T eonld have come ont and said, “T'in
going Lo g ve @ homoscaial Jifestyle” bul T didn't wunL e
Gign't knere wliat o An, acd Twas in despuie I had 20 maoy
houghts of seicide and s=nmueh davkness sucsounding my
lile becanse it was o lonehy and Qepressiag. 1 Fhad oot had
the Apposnity T pursne the healing and whalenus: Lwas
lomging feg Irecazid be duad codsy.
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Seeing and knowing other men as human beings instead of
sexuelizing them has been a life-changing transformation.

BANIEL DELGAD(

witd 4 chlle of divowoe, 3y fedher wis o wiglern: marg uy
aativer veas clinfeally depressed; and iy adilescene, 1
wiag setusully whmsed, As a child, Twanoed to e e miv) gl batad

[ Lugs & Facasr.

At B vears olld, a rounsclur enconeaged e wo embrace o

e identlty. Lie saicd thicgs wrnald go betrey it 1
i, 5o duringrgy fresluran pear ol hieh scho?,
[ came aat @0 evervone, Bl bings didu' ey
Luecter forr .

Whew | waa 16, oy wmicide alempr wwis
Tmiesrupued by a neighbor Jady iwviting me o
church. She lales fold me e Lord Tid mld
her te do so L Foed, nresely sumromded ar hep
chuich Ly men vouny snd ald—wha v
Draying fr me maving me to lears gy heir
care far me, aud ending my sufcidal fruughts

(Bt day, Bun ws posvertul wa that tiement was, 1 still mepdod
e much healing, By deern need w el loved and aceepred
pavsisudl, and T continuad o erubrrce a gay-tdentty,

Azage L, Tl lviog Ule A woliiun and syeu compe led

Ibegan to
accept and
be at home
iiL 1YY Gwin

skinas a
Fil &

ity professioral pageantey for shonciw weAra. OLe night, when
taking the ke wp ol of nuy e, T emaldnt seen TACOEnLL
myaelin the nursor. 'L hat teceilivd roe, T had v admir il my
effoIts Lo hecooe Miss Goe 'Tevras were leading me wwwhere,
Many of the mween avcusul me were geting sick wnd dving I

AfdL vewrd That v e e stonys,

Cn s Suaday night in Decarnher, when Lwas
2l years oid, | mar Jecus In & veIF caperiential
Wy Laiwrendeted ruy e o him, fosaswag and
will alwaya ey unby hope for real freedoen,
Flis Churel s ooy famnily and my herws,

Uther bopam to read many boole and amepd
b pToEran that muisiers to teose with gander
ronfision. S0 wweny paindul aues i e Jife
were addressed thee, Over fima, 1 begEn 1o
avueprand e at bomme in sy et skiz a5 s man,

sering aod mowiog orhes suen me human beings nslead
ul sealicing Hiems liss bren o life-changliong rangforalion.
I so i fur the 1ew Tife God Les give e, Lnday,
enxloy 1ife and gertn polut i fers to e fine I've kiund.

COANGED

ELG

i DESERT STRTAM MINTSTRIES
deserisiream. org

SAMTISYA AVS M| SMILIdWON

TODAY
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CHAXGED

My life is so much diiferent now, and I have no regress,

JOSHUA BUCHANAN

s freren Morth Caroliua and Lad 5 grear family 25 2 poling

child, huc T grw up heing tullied oy neizhbodood kids
i clussinates, L oms so froguently called names like “mene”
and “tag” [Eiar 1 began w beliee: that must
really be wlho Fowas When I was L8D, T
parentsdivnrued, afue whichl expericncedd
wveny deupet bueras a result al our bl

thomghont my niddle and [igh
gelyon) vears, [ expeclmented weich dmgs
end patlyiag and Deowne veally comluged
ahug vy sealily, In high erhooh, T staried hoooming woles
comurtable witn ety s gay, After gradualion T was
Lalby i g [fastrbe, with crmiinged drngueae and promlzenie.
s 7 resull, Twras Idoked ont of oy father's hnuse, yelricl led v
whal I percaived ws [ejrotic.

I am healthier
and more
aze. fulfitied than

ever betore.

Irp200, L Lt ry lerrsar polnt in e —findlng ol Juar Tk
LTV posltive. By life conmbled, and & ought [t it was over.
Hupeiars, [ trmed 0 lesus and began poing w chrek. Most
ingportaathy, | teadthe Blhle snd wes able o
opety np wlth choeck fricocds thal helise
in me and boved me his wew [amily
mevmred Tna, angd Loapezianeed emulcnal
healing. Decrus: oty flth in God an d sz
cornmmily af heliovers, Lam hedi/lier ated
mare [nliled than cver belboze.
. Wiy fife tuday s so auch dfferenl Ira
Leangee Ldentily as gy amd none ol e drug and aloehob use i
pett of my Life. 1 complered iy Mamer's depros in ‘Lheokoprs at
Roper [oiverain LnVingioda Heach, W, and lravel all weer dus
wrarrlil o Tigelomes work Myl is 30 moch dificeenT now, el

I Tnameé: 10 TRESELIS,

x4
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KEN Wil

E Lo e thne Iwas a vonng bay, I dido’c B in with the

bogs, tod Talso didn’Lieally [l in with the gitls. Tyas the

40 srrewmieslkidin veory Ulwss ard had great diftrenlty Lo ke ping
up Wit the hoys. My effeminate mannerisus fwvied
peeets to call roe things like “Faggos” "howe? ar hamp! SoT
searel rry walles v and our schoul und the sneisd interactons
afforded by recrss avd lineh breale.

By the time Twas i mdddle schoel, T R o ane realhr
Fopee e, Treallzed ©vias gipericocing ume-aes AnTaction,
red | havod onysell besaoac Ldide'twenten Lave thode desines,
T wantad ti fir 0 swivh the hmya, not be aeually atirecled w
e,

L vz stucviny for masculinite, becauze Tomsn't avowngd
ik of it Inomy early teems, thar need for mascalinily
hecare gexmalizan. T became heaeily addiceed w srircoprap hy
and mastubadon, Trom sl grde undl efter rollege, T
coperivaced codenendeney, {ving preivr monent Hxated ou
another male iran #ffort oo fae| ke Tweas wrorth aoy Cung, 1k
prablem was. no merter howranchi tme 1 spend wich 4 ooy,
never satlafed e,

WWhen Lowes 17, L 0L so hepelesa that T wanted Lo kil
ryaclf. | st comlde't imagine fighting due samc-ses duesites
o whola Gfe ot beating the weipht of e lmeliness and self-

haived T telt,

#ONCEGAY STURIES

i couldn’timagine fighting the same-sex desires my whole life
of bearing the weight of loneliness and self-hatred. Counseling
saved my life because it gave me hope and encouragement.

LEAMS

I [wadly widd ey parents shooe che depehs of my pein,
and 1m T pwm indtistive, TostmTes Chrignan counseling,
‘lasr comnseling savec wy Ute becanse It gavse me hope and
efncousagoenl. dy counsslor connoewed mue wilh a auqpore
growtp ul penple whewere also lemdng hnmosrmslitg T joined
e progrant and realized for the fivet duve that Twase T alone,
Tney algn poloted e e Dowke, wdich 1 devoured, conieiiiep
emamyes oo people whoss sesal arienwations had chenged.
The Luwks wlzo helped woe recognize tnderlying issnes
intribwting o 1y gender contiisico,

T rhen arended a wininisry sclusel, and o addicdans o
proroogipley, wasiarhedon, amd codependency dramaticalkr
lessened. dhare, | found a comimnnity of pecple wio weee
intrraared to hear abowt my pain aod Lopecdeclions, vol sl
lowmedine wecondivivually.

Tu o, | owis oot semally atracted o aen anvmoere, I
slarled w roce A givl in oy clorch and found wyselt belug
aromaed by the sight and heusle of e Sl aod © e oo
beein macvied Loe L voers, und wia have o great aex ifa. Wa
Eave feur chiliren together.

leulay, T nswe neace, Tm blessed with ploaly of Ficuds,
and T feel lnown and voloed By ry communiy. L laogh and
en|oy HEe wilths suy wile end Far Kds “ona of that was e
b L,

LITANGED
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It's not abou religion telling me what to do; it's something that's
coming from the inside out.

AMANDA SMITH

wsed Lo b o secial dater. | identiied a5 a losbian, and | had
E ane relatinnship afrer aucthen Flus, | b prohlers switl
arldirtioms to dimgs and aleobol, ard | wss violent and arsry.

When I cawe o fait in Chrisz, Tooe longer swaoed w Goel
sarnc-son ZUraction. OFf comree, many peeple said | shouidn't
hewe those atacmions becanse ol whar the Bihle savs about
homaozexmediy, ad I apreed wich them. T didn't feel Lile 1
shoild have those witmstions 0 othel woren,
cither. Lcertainty fidn 't waar tlem,

Bo T foumd vipself isolabing Do Christfan
well, and It caoged mw a o of depression
arvl ankiely. Cdign'c feed Free it my relationstips,
arzd 1 wuy folling foto a0 emotlenally dependent

of prople wllh sarc-ses aftrerions ad Low dhey dealr wlll
Locinr. *Hize stnries tooehed me because they showed me |
wasn't nlone and gave me pracdcd Wess for how Le hendle
my atracons,

Coubspiing wak absn really importas [ur me hecamse i
hclped rue with the hattle in s o 1 had a lat af inbeal b
thoughr patrermes about s T wm specificallr as 2 wamen. T

wWas vonsienlly comparing mysedl und creating

R"ﬁ}?’ he art18 paralyring insacnvities, Tweapy holped e lasin
&
coming
L -
T
a]l" ClE & alung. And T doa't hawve 1o Lo concerned about

bt get vid of those wooyghts,
Today, e a siode worman, Tdon't waod inhe
sluple, zenl | hope pne day that 2 puy wiil cnme

melationaiip with any Seomle 1 opat dose 1o, T JRETA '“‘F{]_}I. being arotmd wotmen, Lo e paar T ooutdn't sae

went bevood sexual adrection; the prll I el
towids winon hd a ler toodo with i desine for slnzenags
oo el
When feeiings of leoladon and depresesion becanie sewere,
Treached oot oo lady who wedeed 7T a minlaany ool had l=fc
i lecbian lilestyle heraelf. She wellied wwilhy me throogh mry
prucess for a conple of vears and ber slury gave me hope,
Tarar, T fonnd anolher mingstry thar helps people dead
with attractions Gz hey don't wanr west hroogh three
of hwir puid preegraras, aned tey weee catoemely helpil for
e ‘They equipped e with a ladiul of hrnke with stocles

the good in anocher soman withont latckig oo
w0 her or diwinishing whe | wese a3 8 wornan, Buw oo, [ oare
Gueper rielulionahips with womnen and wu securs in mysealf

I used to dress lile a men and Ludk like a man. dnd it's
funr hecauge now I acioully desiee o be femsinine In wiys
that T never bad belure, end | fove it Wy heart's cowdog wibe
in u pow war. Tt'5 nor snont a veligion tellins rue whae to da,
its womeshing that's coming from the ieside aul'1 feel like
Gadis chanping 10e oL e irside, wod il's heing anawm on the
otelde,
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I realized f was never going to

from any of the men | wa

€

get the identity or affirmation

s with. I never felt more alone,

DEAN GRER{R

WHE YU InAECUTE uy g hig, Whet f wus cight, T veag
E mmadnced to child sex Bk &y A tnsale friap ), Myemntlunal
longitgs beeam,e sexualized, and 1 hegan lging for oo
aeiel enconmiters, I wasy Fery et ang was oc LAcisred in
Sella, called names Lk gav amul ten. [ docid;d Lhat iv wmuar
be mie becuoze eier Ay vias sumally
£Ltrac e o ather noalos,

T vernit fone aod old it Fnily Ty
Lanliripurad rejeviiom, bt ey werp YT kg, Linet ity o
Fanily friend vl ad alsir Axpetienced same-ze AtTcTian.
Ao v vow mumicd s three kds a1
Bomosealy, | helimed thar T

a2 gy aed HIV nosidve,

Wl i Jongor living
a5 borm he vy T wse, gyp
I resokied ta give fpd ap UTHPOERILINY £

E !- ﬁ} r Al o s 'iill'FﬂrU."IT Wl farerars
m q ﬂ [0 H E v L5
Ik 18 Iy farr W oaned COLmur Ty b ?

wouldu'l rendnne » fg menseaal fdenrty,

30 1 hld 1t and rroved AWET W1 Jofn tha

. [ wem o g therapiar b helped
!dldﬂ ] Settle e understand o ey

chifdfiind kad

- disturred the development of Ty idelive an
Mavw Suddenly, vwial had beera suovee of tﬂlﬁ‘ EESS ﬂ‘iﬂ_ﬂ

shae wew caluhiziod, 1 Wis papurlar and

# uam, 1 jained ficrh laserd ArppoT prot

e

W“Th af I Elﬂp Ed el Prug e nA thir gawe e tads fon Frizg oy

ra longer the nstrasized mian, I went from K snpoverted life Reading booge alsn FAL T

o hocunsexnal relationglip to simolhey. Was E}{}S S[E}lf_‘:, Rraclical weye mwalk bur iy new jd NGTy.
Afiur about v vesrs, | o dlm pseg

it HIV uoa shipoadoe ST T was 196, and [ wus 27
Peras told 1 had 16 mope Vears lefi ¥t ey
Ty fite, und 1 replivad | WS RERor
alimaaion frony BT of the 1uen ]
wad the sex. [ fe

4 1 o reevaing
BUIng Lo gut the iduentiy ny
A3 WAL AN they wanred
R felr e alane in ke FOENR

several of e pove . sength and cinily.

With my homazsmgl Past and IV T newe
Wuman woakd visil vae or (y
been marted non Ira;

r duntglr g
AT LA ever Bave chiidren, e
22 Voats W iy Desattf] wit Crysral.
And ¥ son deramial nmed 11 this ¥

LAn I'm so gratefi] T
Mt sete Tor Jeas urm what | g prd wes poasille,

GTMAKILED

DESERT STREAL MINISTRIES
Geserisiren org
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[Trauma therapy] helped me realize that the
root cause for calling myseif a lesbian was
deep-seated pain and not an actual desire

to date women.

AMY CRAPSON

45
7

“ hein | veas A ahild, Ywss o vicoim of sezual alse, Talao witnessed Lhe eape of 3 yomg

il Ty a man. A3 a vesirln, [ developod e real tear st hemad boveands snew, T s
gewerehr dapruasind and teied to tind significance, worl and heallng in the amms ol women.
Unferromate by, every celavinship Bl T wias 10 was very physically aud emnotionally akese,
und it spiraded me intn deeger deprossion.

I cualieed hat I needed o make a change aod ot daibg women wasn'Lthe aosee @
the manma 1 hed cepudenced, When T becamne soicidal, | doally reached anf for help—firss
Hercugh tramma therepy and heo Eoough falth besend emocienal healing organfzations. |
alse kund help thodngh koats on childhmnl seoal abmee, Al this helped moe realize s the
vt cerusie: [or valling nvpsalt a Yealian was deep-scaled palo and oot an acmal desine w daie
wamen. T'm marttiber ar suickdal anTinare, .

Teday T'm 0 healthy nelulivoships wily both men sad women, and Tam discgvering
who [ e a5 2 woman, T hawe a haast o help whers whe questson their sewslidy 0 berer
understund Fie wols of thelr mamna, The mest imperlant thilng e my joumey B et
segtned o formive movsell und wy 2hoses, T am healthier thao i beve have sver heen.

[ERP TP
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I'mindebied to the programs and eounsclors thai h elped me
| gelmy lile back.

CECIL FACKRAY

was Rised in chsrh, Grewing ap. I leod ed with £nvl S i e
thin bowe Wy gandore wes also riiv Diggesl Treee, T dlido't
band with my dal He vwea a woedssboiie 2ol abusive horh
werhalhy and pliysicall
[ wras swwally abused from a young age, raped at wgme
B Ly sy Dabpesivtec novhe barhoodi, | falr el iF T nad been
wpird, ahe woion o Feven done thul 1o moe, AL sch ol ey rhivd
gradeteachers s3de rld the endre rlags f was a
homosskaal and explained it derall whar thes
meanl Wy nickname bevame "Ceeil the oo™
ihreugh e edghth wrede. Ta elelub srade, Twas
frmcled b e male tesches Mat heing s at
Ancss ewvolving A ball, T was eonstealy made
fiues el ies gy olass, wWhich AnTher oslracited me
narn hs Y A,

[ never
imagined
T could
feel this

e, e while £ sut there buving & bean T il Tile God suid,
“lkar atevou daing ket e gtood wp, Ll T eausin | had
g oo, @ Ledt, Thi: neerweek, 1 Tele thar same convistion
o L, br ells e T ook, o1y bern parded and kad sex
Wilks unnrhes .

I'hac ouly werhmically cime o lor e months, Lue ] hit
bortemn fuse. e plebil when Twas driving bame [eom a nighl
ol gy chibbing, | eealred T wwn't freling the
SCRER OF councrdan to God anymere, Itlell ma
freling alunc and emply. | was Gesporate snd
PUL wyaelf into 4 rehab prograin o Mewr Tark,
Tl pamat there said he canld help me,

rwasi’s an rasy process, and I wanted
tooquit al dmes, Bud | was at oy ond and

. I deteruinen & pross foreisnd | omer with a
T collepe, £ BecAame a froguent at e adnlt EHI:EL}I Tupe,

hankstore. | hreame adidicted fo hanloome pay
poin and masturbadon, thongh Ilied ne refwfons guul | wss
2.

M declded Lwaaili be a good, rellbai, paT Clris-lisn mau. 1
decicled Lo vt s handus | eoaidZor God 20 Lie'd free mo, Bt
clange never bappoeocd. So after 5 oo ple ol yravs ol sendng
L ewery mivdstiy Lol d Hind, [becsme cocmrinoed Giod [rated
L.

AT 26, Lrun inTo & guy cosin T hodn't secen in e 'The
Texr Lighl, wewelll Lo a gy e el free, 1 was with AL [loe

sounsrlor every day, Be wirkad thriuyrh
different things like forniveness Tt was difficul,
but T evenlually fell ek freer | sfsn Toomed with two
hieterasusual men and handed with men 10 a hualrhor wey fur
tine flrac time ik any Tite,
The chang: sman't overmight, bug il was contlowal. Seven
YUATA later [ manied & woman naceed Christing, Fnindested
0 the programs aud coumselus that Lelped e get iy il
back. Afrer fhe leommra and despais I oever imagiaed 1 emla
tec] fhis much hnpe aboul the fatuee.

CTANGLET

_ ANCHORED FOR LITE
i anchoreddlife.org
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FOK STICH A TIME, IKC. |
1suchalime.org
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EY
CCALL

JEFFREY A5 "SCARLET" — . _
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LHAKNGED

Irealized | am fine just the way | was created—as Jefirey, | don't
have to try to become somiething T wasn't vosn 1o be.

JETTREY MCCALE

hen 1w 12 voim old, | sacesd heeing bormimezoal
-%M thonglts. Tdidm't knpwwrhrre they cesne fonm arwrhat
WLk msr oo,

whan Lwes LG, Lol ruy Teelsexoul eicowoter witloa reale,
and by e sga nf B3, [wes living in an LG KT communicor in
Masiwllle, Temiesszes, T dated mamnr diftetear men angd srarted
erporioonliog vl e drngs, Thadajolat a claly and T put
i id rnticy in bt i omssorual male. ]

Wi Lestple henAame Ao dearmirive that Tdecided mo e
wiGesrel and go back to school. T thouglt it T latr the dinogs
and pesiying, powple wosddo'l see e
il gaing on inside me. L warked, and

w Liods abut killiog orselt, Anthouitles at wy school Toond
out, and | hud w spend foor days Do meolal health Galities,
»y profeszara and doctors mmeatad me va Seatler, thewnoan T
wia ylng to ke,

Liverlually, Twis dagoosed b a peychilaelst weth gonder
dysphorie, which allowed me e bepin parsuing sesmal
reassigment aitgrrias. T thmaght my life vas progressing and
sl ooee Lhad che stgerles I wonld fingidy be happy

ot my Jilo vl progressively wiecse. T Lod gull drogs and
mied changing things on the swside, bul | wis S0 deatioimes

ingide. Finalhr, I darfdad T wanmed 1o

| fEEl ek chiange Imwardly aud 3ve in relationshlp

with Jusws, whwonn T had Lead alol w81 cuy

Tdid sewell in schoal that seerme i ehe e *
Eﬂmfnl Eﬂhle i life bt nesmir dmown poraonzlly. | ook all

wlsicder Boogahi Tvweas Hoe, But inside, Teas

. [ ~ . - - .
dastitute. ﬂl\"l vl S}ﬂﬂ. 1oy st fioro vy life as Searler and thress

Tmirirg my laar aemessr a2 on nmder-
pradiate, I snst a professar whe had been thiongh a Lot of the
sl (Erisges e Ehiand Teeea thougly gooselng up, Buc vinllke me,
aber wiak hanpol she wiss D00l el T, powee acd joy. She elked Lo
me abin T Jems mnd the way thet He changed her Tife.

I staated ta live 3 ransgender [ite a3 2 wonan. beliesing it
el pivee ract i race viotwe or e wiorld, I esan dBd ac Leoervless
with ARCE e W sty e riehie Togy cily. L Bougdo D
gring tortiad happinesr,

LulEvwasa't happy, aud Isisried deinkiap heavile. T became
vory pomniscuoos, dadng g Aecenl man eveey day, I began

ivin a dwnpseer I made 2 videc to post
nublirly abomt cutings Ges wilk my pass,

Froan thar timna, T hagan tn break ticough he unhagppingss
ane Leck of prrpoze that Thad albwags fric W life has chanpod
an much sinee leaviog boidocd my fele idenrity a3 Searlet, T
now have peace s jov ol much moue satsfacdon in my
nesr lifestrle than T did 0 the ooe L oas lviesg efore, Al the
suichlal tioeghts that came from not knovwiag wy ideesdly
B [efl L ceadiaed T am fine juar the way [ wis creubod—as
Teffies | don s heees L Ly oo Decolne somathing [waan's o
o be, Fteel o comforceble in iy ovin gldn,
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Stx years after leaving the gay lifestyle, I met my wife,
Amanda. I love being a husband and “Daddy” to our three
children.

JIM BOMEN

rever imagined tha: | wnld snter the homoseswa Festyle
E altee boing refeed in e God-lvaring home and sccepiluy
Chrisl at ape seven. Howeves alier T praduacd frms collegry |
v s a0 chesperate tolove anche loved thd L didn't cave (hat my
partaer was LY el hepatits © posilive.
Monebwdesa, vhan T lost all my warldly possessions ou
huge: #, 2002, God changed my life forever |

promised T would ha freed from wmpration, they pronided
£oerlE to puesus 8 weaw of B wwing God's desipn dor seruality,
Thenin 2008, I Legan dating! T remenlor thinking, "Wow,
Gri. ‘lhe pheabing you dastaoaed lor the apposite sex i
wirking!” Althuogh I dated many women, Toever thought Td
findd & vell becanse Twas 4 voars ofd ad thic wod nnes were
already wben® That's when | gave np oy ouesl

heard Gods vedco wlling me o come Lack m I ATTE NI and Lol God I would Faens o0 Tlis Lhingdim,
Hirn, I told Geod, “U'm yrmrs agaln’ ad Fhegan ] Yar God had something better plunned tor
Lo realis thar His stiengzh s moade [ELiec B ﬂngﬂr ™e,,,

ey weeakmeass, The et moroing, T fonnd $5.60 e Six yenrs after leaving the gay lidesude,
an the sidewatly The scormd T picked i un, T dESpEI dte tﬁ I i my wlfe, Aunends, “Gods gill from

neard God sy, *I ek care of the scaelires 1n § gy aviel e hesvens We wure mamied i 2ans, and five

the deserl; U ake cate ofvouio yoans"

‘Lhis weas te fiest ul many miracies hat lﬂ"ﬁd. Aliul,

began my jonrzey ol leensfornation, [oursarad,
years of puoiessional therapy, as well A8 propraona thiomigl
Tresert Sirvarn Ministiies [Crows Cirrent aud Living Waers).
Tieer: Lonsls weve instrcunentlel when 3 cune mmderslunding
senc-He  Atzaction and  waldop  im feedum from
humanzeruality. Allhough: the counscling and PrLCHME ey

vears laler God hlessed wswith nurdarghler,
whnse ndme in Hebiew weans
“wicending to Cwl® T Septecilrer 2018,
Amanda gaver BitTh 1o our san, Byker, whose name resns
*sroag leeder” In 2018, onr third child, Asher Blizabell,
wis barn — and [ coulde’t ke mo e blessed,
Herre beng 2 husbend and “iaddy’ to o tee ohil dren
and am no Jooger desperate w Inve a0 be loved.

COAKGEDR
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| VOICE OF THE VOICELFSS

voiceofthevoiceless info
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God healed my mind and my heart, and then my behavior and
sexual attractions changed,

DAREN MEHL

gy varly veenties, T sttempted w live as u celibare gay,
E bul that a1l changed the nighl T vwas raped ara pary, Toe
mraums threwr me o o spire] of sama-tex sncewnlis. o
avoid HIV, T woved in with my hovliiend and selded inm s
manspamans rwlatipnabip. Fos nealy a decwde, almongh T
Lunked happr am the ctslde, Ilived in comatant inzer tuodl
and smess because I koew my homssemral

Lellileezcon, even as a happily marcled mwan, 1 eonld o breele
my secret addiction w0 gay porw. Dospite mir besl ollores, T
chagted an mmy wife with soother man. Tn 4l iosaos, namesd
of teellog [1L3)ed end sadiafied, I felr dead. | hruaght I'd Las
iL all—roy wife, my vobomm ser, wy best mends bl by a
roitanta af merry and love, o wile ok me bacls

Duspurrate far help to gel e fom gar

bebaswior wasoL wheo | was, T did my best tu I H“"\T S'EE pomm, | imraned spitimial culrseling. Creer the

next veal throngh e hefn of many poinacidd

ignore my ioner wics, MR doiny S0 cuuwe ul o .
ﬂter micIl pocks and rosources, weeeldy  puagoer wmd

hiyh et tn mypersenal peace wul conscience,

All thaet began o clieooe the night T vras a8 p[}ten‘ﬁi&}_ suppleL from g faithil friend, aud oy wife's

irreited to o prager semvice Aand tobd a feieocd

uncondirional fove, T lound oy troe idangt,

aboul my mer batrle, Deep doven L knew 1 fl"l EIEdS; For the frst tizwe in oy il | hegan to 3ee the

Liadn't heen rreated say bul suuldn't reconsile
e not scxual

why T had samc-svz alracion. Wy fifend

falze belives 4 hud vbont myzelt, D, wownen
and my semeualfny, and my semal wricnisdon

praved foc my, end for the fimst tme inomoy I}-ﬂl‘tﬂ[}rgl changed. God healed my ruind uod my heart,

HUfe, 1 save clearly that my fssue was seansk

addictiom, nof semmal oulerwation. that night, my hope was
rearared i e long-lose dresm i many a woarnau und hine
a tamily, Wil den ond there, Tasked God woemd my same
sen relationship beesuge Tlmewr T eouldo’tdo it mvself, and 1
waleerr] Hinm 1o arvampe LEsu ] could marmy & pargelar womar.
Wil T got oone dui nighe, my hayfriend sbrup ly ended our
relatioasbip, und sunm Lwas dagng and eveatually maried the
i wiroan [ had praved fon

While thiz et me o0 4 coume Loveards persomal peacy aod

and then oy bebavior wad sexusl atractiors
chenged, Towmy see olber wen as poential fifends, vor semszal
AT LS,

'The fuumer weasn't pads, Dot it was worth It Today Tam a
whifle peramm living aunbentically to wiho I oo, Sy sexaalior
and beheviors ave [ line wilh o oceing desipm. ¥rr che
lagr L2 yearcs, e beon maceied ooy beawdful seifs, ma ger
pooco ad@ielivoo i gune, end now my seual enangy iz direceed,
Levivwte] her. I'mn the happoe, faltilled father of = beratitie Sooe
year-nld san and three-veat-nld dangater,
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Seiminars helped pul words and uaderstanding 1o what [ was
expericncing. [ no longer experience same-sex desires and have
walked over 20 years in my choice.

GWEN GIRSOXN

cat of iy lify, inclading oy vhildbeod, T ke my

adlogedans o wmnen were et (e nse of my poers.
Tutu'l remember 2 e e ey oathy 562 hat wasn't Clled whch
twul thaughr, Tt wasc's unddl mnch Saler afer colloge, that 1
hegan to seriously consider coming out o flends pnd family.
I conlronted roy e feelings: aod ventimed

Teel to ro tham any odbwer. T hega an hones parsuil of God, Tt
led imix tn Boolx Geem pthers aho hed somilar siores o rodue,
surminarg thia helned purwecds snd nndersnding o wha L was
expellencing, And supporlive prayer aod spivmal coLeraling
thatludpud me alooy tuwesy, Tvas gratefial for Chebssan pastows

whio were ceeepting and prusious o both

dnle a gurme-sex weladonsbip. 1 thogght 1 l"m liViIl g7 7 smalell and lesbion [fends whe v

be lfillad, Dappe or ul Teast rellewed bt

genaluely snppcrtive of my cholee w live ag g

falr little more ten momentary salistcriomn, ﬂblmaﬂllt Eltﬂ. Luwmsemally-nricnted 1o,

The emotooal stroggles, hoeawy dvinklog,
depecesion and other relubomal dlsceomects Ly my e
remained. Honestly, 1 was surprlsed. & chonglt 2 e life vy
suppased 1o De e sourser

T Lad Erinesl uft M g Chodslan hote and in the church,
Wlile I slopped going te chureh ater collesr, T uever lost the
senst o kneng God, I was the one mluiionsllp e feft moe

The chienye wrag steady, but nor insit.
[ o no lowger expetierue ssre-gex desires and lve walkad
over 20 yeat 0 omg chiice, Much of my life has clumgad,
mcluding vy ewarliomal wellbeing end the lack o ssme sea
aluctio, Fro diving an abundarr life a3 a single woman and
hiewe never considered living a2 T @4 befure Tee heen really
happy wills che clinicy 've made, ever un the ditteuly dazn,

UHANGED
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The things that turned nie on in men symbolized what I
believed were absent in me.

DAVID KYLE FOSTER

eftre T pursuwd change in my sexladity, Towan e pli
fvelwed i tho waw litestyle while wodldng as an
actor in iolwwood. T wes o lonely existence Locanse rie
pay commimily was obsessed wii pouth ard feauly. The
shullewmess of i all was very dighesrlenling, Relationships
lasberd 2 v Shoot Fime, Luee svas monTe s and remance than
ComTTiTMLLL
Lz ayoing man, Dwns niton by older mea dafly, somuines
vivlently, The corcuplion of vouth ard the blind sve dal
emarpie elae tned seas Goeply wonb inguw mo Lilse zomeny
hovnosessls, [ went throngh hondreds of
partagrs ying w dod someane wl was
capeble of acmally Lving me, and it fust
waznT chem, We were all irviog o fill a
deep inmrer need dat Smaly could nat be
Towad in pary relatiooshlps,
fofoce £t waa ol over e emptinees
i ahalliweness of i+ el bBad made me
aileids!, aleohulic. diag addicled, venereally discased, and
viry, #ery jaded. Lhe so called commilled relationahips worc
highly wusted, i in rewlile were non-slend. In evey ciss |
Iaewr of, | discovered horh paries regirtarly choa lug on thedr
lorvars, sometimct with e, Thome weers 00 grorptines.
Toog all these reasons, Inally decided ta pursne chaog,
The lwsl sitawewas the duy Dwrent o s pay club aad save all the
Lotsly el wen shtdng arthubar dzuols our of their minds while
fue Fousnger puo ple, many of whor aere wademped, faughed
2nd partied e thuere was no tommiey. The ald men draek
themaclecs loto @ supor wvery oight heouwwse duey ware mie

F've never been

healthier in my

tife, and Twould
never go hack.

tonger vodug sod beawdld And &s A raenlt, e auw wanred
[Lyeary, The ool sex thew mol wies when thew paid vonryg leens 1o
au i0 bied wirh chews

L decicied then und there T was nnl guing o end np like
that, Ar Lhe tame e, e cubstence fhose and scex addiction
wiare ant af corlecl bermse Lwas wslog them o oope wilh the
poeaiu it came witl g litessyle. S Lgase I allup sad bogued
Gnd Lo mescne A | lund my sslvation Gwouwgh faith-based
pesmImees and pursning a personal relarionship wi God.
diseovared thal wy heornnassual dive steromied frum & nesd
iu flod a miasing Calber fige.

‘Lhe hings that wroed me oo in muo
gyrahirlicid whit T beliened wene ghgantin
e, A Tz ulso aftaid of resualy manire
weoed, wiich slewrmed from acvorad bad,
epericuces With wirten darlng ey yued,

After leuwing the ey lifestyle and
weceTwing healiegs dov theso woderizsng
iasnLs, Ly Seam of weornen went meay. My desive for w Bather
figare wiz replaned will God being g fwher As e
Lenlermess was healed, e addictona sbuply went oy
recuuse the pain Gl drove them was healed. Anc Hinallyweas
ablr to s royzelf cumplste a3 8 mau wElient mying Lo sdeact
mazemlinity o gt wen,

Az A rewull, roy vnhseally coping mechoaiiins WenT 2oy,
‘1he aieohal, the dengs, the seowel addiedon aod e smicidal
thrughis ok vaniabed Thre iave r boen neaithferin wy Lile, and
Tvermld seves go back w snel a deslouclive dfe. Tnoshiel Lwas
pezened from an ety deult and & very lonely, hairibie life.
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E e hedome T pagsnad chauge felt gur vt coomeal, 3 as 5

conzlinl hattle m iy, Beasa o vdi 1 g, ane
Mwaa gnod.

When I wrarieg 0 Fave f
surered in, Lhad pio eage
e shame | Catricd wry

51 prove

BN i it Hils, confadog
Dlace to 1alk ghgys I, and f Lefioned
W andy srgueir 1 umitie? by

7 | waz
feeding,

Buoause L yme L Jike oy prizls and feli vejacin,g [ guss
Lkad, 1 UNTBm1iy fn ¥ feminleit,,

dn oy carly s 7 heyan MRS Tiengila in

__E FE}‘.-'E ‘yh 43 eoald aar bmang) Iy
e iy PRI, end Tl i, Hinafly Ftin,
oM g, I__ =TI

M Corernity chuipioned e
A5 T rem it LTy

wy shame and ey hatrs
I f&ll thar Peaple in the )

At ihls o-cul e o,

reh ung e family

SG mMich Toved nus
also Bate] fne | ooghe thay, it Ly Jemify

wonld it asrenriny seRLality,
A Meude and |e wrld e amaeinyy.

ARer Welve vearg fAtmity henrtacha and weparatign,
hey sturted i SRPRS el love 4,0 adinflamion fop nge and
I express thelr dpg T reladianslip, 1 I ey didnT
BEIRE W ormy Bfeurpln, ¥ELT fult thair lume fnp we | theugh
T b ewstalic uboys tha, hur] ACLASRY bnind myseg; Trinkiny,
Taveepy ehic e fur g §5=
S romhia larer, nuy girlfrierd GF theres peamy WS Cleating
NI T was mulseruble 1 hg Tifi

U Thad pursosyg wnld, umy Loz
b i S ifiTlp sy ¥

U TE, I [ A

L|

L) T PALL: vl arh ag, We me
d_nclua.i!i‘jr uTens, myed E[FE Hﬂ“" E-IHS

Lbegan 1y ez A g
relathinghip wity Hirmi, 1

1O Lroge eztity. 71
It ¥ wamen,

His plang gy, Ty

Serend o sl 1T friern that e
Wl L s ith o iC

L loally 1n o 4 T have ng igeq wiliey
Lréared e s Yoy ra BOLng 10 N g pal] g,
Tdrcided 1 B Bck o elppral
S ALNOSUCeD apr §jy- Ty Chytst can
Eeoun Sor thpsa areling 1o
1-u?au'|::-:i-;hfp with Grd "1 4

RHF hecanise I didn krums,
1 am, iy oo

0N ey Brst vivig, | Lotlipe]
eared hiealing ang SUDpnrr
TE AN g 1 their SEAaline apgg
T vy o B ITLE Tt LT
£ %Az my tum M share w1y § gy thare, 4l 3
LA Was sl wpph 0
This MITE Iy wigy Wy place of hey ting, For
E{E}T fra e [n Yo e, T80t dike T ponglg share 1y

fur sovnera] kg,
UILERTINE iy oL ded Fluces, umyf they

YELF erep af the WA, even i Ty

Muese. Tois ko 1of [ offered m Boipe, Tuor
then T wand by pl‘i pﬂSE.

j'l.‘:'-l'HGLnE.'Li"li.ng o nwiub by i,

As f longad in Tesus, T heart chaeged, und

ha Gurl cregred et b Tancugaied &

LA 56T Of pua o

Ny tha Internal baga i over,

And I ean wal, in Peacs in
M wha Jam and syur I'ra diflient than E
My 1if nyme s wo muep purpaze,
M phdlography o Tainismy,
baipe t athery WATl 1y
becter rhan AT LRG| o

I pet in pge Ty
travel argoigg tha
Bnry ol Qudy, lae,
VEE Ta gl el

LHANGLED

BE1
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COANGED

I watched personal testimonies on YouTube of many other
ex-gays who talked about their journey. I they had found
genuine transformation, then 1 couid, 100.

APRIL LOCKHARY

M v [orwer e Inoked Duely and fiall of fim—luls of sex,
alrshal und crazy partving. Dot Twas pust tying Lo
elistact oyself frmo oy o miseny. | langed for siabiliy and
a rolaviouship thar werould last I fekt liloe oy oo e arnotional
raller cowster. There wers times dat fele gond, bul hece
were alsn & loi ol lows, T egperienced @0 mnch snxieny aul
Gepresslon thas § hugan w believe thrse wellugs
Wi o el of me,

i desive for male comparionahip hocause die
uppusiLe gem was TRpmlsive Lo e, st anmale sune
T wens really gaw, I dared oo guys, and honestly,
men were of o nlerest to me. RelzUdonship with
(b felr forced and awliard,

breorn when Tfored the plil of n3w dreams who
was prerfoie o every oy, Twis su uiapprin that relutivostip,
There wag always solnething missing b I eonld never figurs
ol sebiar 1t g, Mo tnedlier what Tdid or b, 1 oooddn 't il ehis
langing, 1 was never happy ur saisfied, smdmy depression and
guxieny exceliod (o seriona penic allacks,

I began planniuy oy gwn mivice. | dida’t wane o hiraai
ey raother's heart, s planied 1o Tl like ao accidenr. T
ried Lwlee but fased both lires,
Fast forward Lo todag, Whelile s G polar opposite ul whil

ft was
Turas sy as Far bacle as T oun cemnember, T had tl] @ hESt like: rue el havve all this.
choice
I ever
made.

ity Bofore, ' 190% froe ul U emotonal raller craster 2nd
have nn dedize Lo engage it semu-ses relatlons, I narved an
alsolntety incredibie man and have bwe boye, They are my
carms Ll remaiders ul hove good God 8t me and how he
pretled me oat. T don't sulier [roo depression or aredely ad
IFm oot omoa coustant seareh to il ae ioner neec. M omoe
ey heusl csetesls ighr. Jore dave Lerpraars nf
oy Because [ sl don't understand b soneons

Everylhing begam to change foz me when L
derided | dida't want t be horneseilal SimmmoTe,
although it wae a peocess T rewd Luoks that
cocuweaged me and juined a small group Blble
gmcy Gt ler me be apeo, share my sTugpns
and have mocuss to encnumgemeat. I oread my
Rinle corusluntly aod Paplemeneed les principles o oy lite. T
prerzoaaliy did oot know of any alhor gay peaple ke we Tt
I poudd parhoer widy so T wstched personal teerimonios oo
Vrarlube of MADF rrher LE-gays wan wure colniag re b Lk
abimat thetr jowner, T faund iv extremety belpiul to sre how
wlbiers had expurienced chanye in lelr sewnra] dusles, Iwas
like u candle rf fupe held np far me when T gres weeab, I ther
hadl [ound germine treosiormarion, Gwn T enald, wo. £ did,
And it was (e best chnicu [ever made.

B3
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Today, I am wholly content in a female body with no desire to

be a man. I am completely free from the desire for a sex change,

LENDA STILER

wig transgeoier and esclusivelr amTacied towosnen gl

fity 3l L hmee v memorias nf beloy eentenl in & temal
Lody. 13y the age of aioe, I' mads piuns to change my name
Lo Davin and gel o sox change eperation, bue ) 1ewer went
thromizly willy ic

ol rmviedst of thar, X kund a compasainaate LTIy
af penple, Toet Jesus, &nd, throuel an
T1-weajowuey of transtormalion, lems

_ ! iove wry
sef e i, 2 e *
W change T edperivaced wise'c fEHlITlHlIEV E.Iid

Irurn a sivgle evond, but, erhes a zradual

1ny g le Ll

AsLeoatimed Lo pursur heallog ke my hearg attactians
™ men bagag to sucface— wilel was thrilling, wel wwkward,
Tior ens becaise |waa in nuy mid-thitties] As | contimmed, to
wxperience lranaformatlon, s preater desiie far the opposic
#a% was awskenedl Sinee fhem, oy allrectinns T mon b
smeadily  locrvased, T'voe  diacenered
wial “my mpe’ 13 and hope to marry
somedns.

Trder, Lo wholbr cormerd fn s femsle

h g:E_] E ; £ bty 2l o dTrefve 1o B w cnwn, T lonee oy
E DI‘[}E] r OB ﬂ‘ir BT ¥
processthal resalued from e ollindng: }' Ii w

Avoman |mew stapped in e be my hEng a Eifﬁ'rllm .

wodier, invested nioe and welcon el
e fmea the world sl worner, & paser o mlue neeer stoppeod
e hinng ool lu me, desplte bens tough things were [ur ma at
fires, Wamen snrrpiéed me and afiicmed me as 2 somao
Aoy them. Several muls fiends cfimed me pe 4 temele
and reated me s distiner fom, vel cherished b, men

Afrer all Lhiiw, | waz ascoudd for 3 period of Loe—nor
arrrAmed e wirasn, s o vt atreacted oomen 1 didn't coge
hm:'ausul-.:-.-uﬂ a0 happy L e free frois the pain I'd evperiencid

temmirinily and therouphly enjoy bely
a wnman. I aw cornplareby fres Inan the
desite for a sex changs, the soxual fatish
Tor urinals, and Al semal sdedictions. [ see tow b all of tose

dusives Were allsmprs to censnle 1 bouker: e, My conual |

hrokennes. was gimply o mirmo refleciing me deep waunds in
Tox oul thir ngeded hezling,

Lach sy as 1 live with moon: fneedorn, T erove more aacl mon:
sexiAl i e fominind. Fina sporty gal wod will probabdy nover
be exmemely ginly, bud 1Im comdorlale swith wihe 1 am and
contenas s female in a female body.

CHAWGER

LINDA SEILER
lindaseiler.com
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Community and accountability were key in my jowrney. I began
to understand the truth of who I truly am.

MJ NIXON

B ving bom nto A conservelive Christisn fardly, T was ond sodsionad a firtioe vagelhuer. Deapite the deep band th's a8
caughright from weomgaca yonng age, butl could e mreated, there was s a puil o end tha roelutimiizhip ared
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Ourwardly, Twas a rough awd lembla
nthcrﬂ abﬂut tl—lc n vry jomney ol eedom from

tmnhay,  but fwardly,  wttrasmions

towaeds frmales began o growe, Kol tr“ngfﬂrmatiﬂn [ Gomosensliy, sling with videos wf

Bt weha to trdic To 01 Do 10 even . locruer LOWTEY) members o ¥owluhe

shire, | hid nyy arvgctloss foc my whele llﬂ‘rc EKpEflEHﬂcd. end] wimen. T attarwded & swnel? proap

childhood and adolesveres. frr pecpfe seeldng Lualing from sam:al
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and was Fnslly 0 an envitonment of zeceptance, Oue day, a::t:ﬁnnrabﬂ_[qrf,fere kew fnony joumey. 1hegan w0 undesstaed :
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Lfound resourceg online th
tneouraging to me in iy process. Today, I have
d greater sense of wholeness and inner stability

than Fyve ever felt before.

atwere really

LAUREN HART
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arther vagy.

e,

1 lemember EIrtinyrith
T [ave v
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I found a ministry focused on getting to know ihre heart of wio
you are, rather than focusing on the behaviors you're doing.

ANDREW MEDINA

G T T, § veasa't s ppieal bay whio kel sparts. [eas

sensitive anwd cnjored plang witl dolly wd dancisy
Peopic wete always telllug me hat T wisn' manly enongh,
wud T was rorked aboue il from prde school farauph high
bl T was also acalhy assailted when T was Fonng, aod
v bultiedd oeguenGy. Then o bigh achool, whew I became
LoTe mware nf swonel odontsing and foard
puople auping shai s = what it muans to b
may, I dacided, *Chay, I iailad al being sualght.
Wevhe Teanhl Loy living dis lifenyle,”

‘o, Lbegan iduntifying &5 23y, aud [ fommd
$o, L began identitying 05 gay, aud [ound 2 ﬂhﬂllt

lul of rrofdenee in being ueeenied Ly the gy

I found 5 mniniehy fovused an wettng koo the herart
of whe you are, ratbior than wClsng Lo Lbe hehuvioes Fon'Te
dniny T learusd abrul oo frue ideptity und o to heve resl
relationships. | s bonoel abonl uf same-sues A crices, dd
1y rierds therr il accepludie amd wiarea el prl e fooe oL L
b upen about Iy sbacy, Trwee SCATY o Lty 2t fran, bot

ther dide't judge me; nseed they crcclUrEge:d

Nﬂ‘.‘f }_Pm T, Bt weas a powerriLlle Dealing caperieno.
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Becavse there was romeding iuskde ma dut thaught, im
a0 @ Haens thie. Bul Ldidm Lluemw how co gat oul ot the 1ilestile
sill, Tlmew LT conluned Uil owssn's going Lo cind weell

loved hy God. Aud Twas uven shlew forgive e
person win seenally assalied e

Tve b lemmed heat TP ok o be a seasiive
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Dbetore Lecansa ui ai the shame [t
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(Lings 1 nevar thuughr wueold ez pas3ihle Lor mes.
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T exrliufed, und | aqu
Thsted ti iden 0fhe
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jovlul, angd ferminine— gt things
alesbian. I am ng longer

WOoInen.

ELIZARETH WONING
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that I never
sexually attracted to
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A re-evaluating wehay |
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nzet bellived 1 was hom 4 leshizy.

TR,

rhe Chrislun CUTILEMIN B A,
€ & (i 0f prayver had o drarnzse

Toomane o terms withy e finpacr
WSzt had oo ¥ self-pereeption
und  pursiged Passatel  cme gng
eounzeling thar addyme] Cinilolungd
hurts wngd pereeprione, Above al|, |
Auknodedged T hag rAjected naynell ag
i Wnan,

I dief 1par SpeCificaily weak Cllmp
LMy sexusiing urertlless [ began
Sxpelirncing clavaes in ANT wREaE!
deslens, | honains attracted fo a o,
ennsl iempected ang hurillariny
since T had sq Flly idemufied az 4
sl n O a T e
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I began to pursue change through counseling
and getting help with emotional healing. A
year and a halflater, T met my wife. We have
now been married for 33 vears.

STEPHEN BLACK

wras i esled as o sieyeac-oll, and agein stage ten. Twag naflied & lot 2nd got beatap, By

e Leme L was in junior higk, everygne was calling me gay, and Theliceed L Tvas deeply
deprassed by eighth grzde and bad an older gy el ooe be vwowled s stiow me the ropess” of
the hotmesemal comninndty,

Fow e el eigiul yuwcs, Llived i chat enmmmimaite gnd hed relationships with a aumber
e oy waulthr end posefnl raen. Turas & by cay,

T have a couple of simfflomnt gay celatoouslips, bul by the end of them, [heeamavery
digillnztoned, Then e lilde broter dive, ond hig death cansed me to reevrlnate my (e and
el 1 belicved. fur a vear and & balf, [woesrled writl what T believed, and duen T gave oo 1ile
tes [ssmisc | nled o thar if Hewonld change e T wis willing i cliznge,

T began to parsue change troush counseliog and seing help seith emotinnal healing.
Avear and a lalflates el ey wiee, We have nowr bery manied for 35 wears, Wi hare thiee
whilfren and four grandehildren.

B the firar 1 0yeatg afrer Tdecidad Tviaated oo chigpe, me abredon e men wis adiug
gy, These last 13 vears, I stopped caporienscing snme-sex atmaomion altogarhec
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I started seeing a Chyistian counselor, attended conferences
and found some books. These were ail very instrumental in
bringing about change and healing in my life.

JEEF JOTINSTON

t five vear old, I ctigaged i smmal play and was
A inmoduced mo fexued diiegs b other Foung boys in o
redghhoarhood That cansed ma w poll back er cenmeciing
with orher boys, becanse T didn't smn (har wo happen agaln,
a3, I eneded to connect were with gitla In junéor high, L
diacavared pornography end gulbooked an i, Teltshamne and
ik, afraid bul someone wonld God oul whar Dwzs doing,
| Lecame meen mone dstarhed whan my fwscinalion alfth
prsnugrapliy began toshinl ker women men. Butl wackad
ATl an oter reme af beiug e Sor vears, even A the
semmal Ad diclion awd homoseeoal abeioe hweased, |
Then in my early ZUs [ wenf to Avstralia ws & eissianary
fir severst years, When | cwoe Dacl, T was werking with a
ligh achnel pooup and wes reaching e end of iy rape. The
cotast henweon sleagetng mrenscly wilis wy sesnallty and
bl lowateed in che dhureh was extremely difficull
ot dendng thar rime, | wenl Lo a confereses called "Hepe
andl Henling Tue the Hornosexuah! 1L was die first tme F bad
Lieard armeane cell aleowrs potendial reasons bobilud came 2ex
allegeilon or thatitwas posable to lesme hamessaudily.
Tl conference was 4 loruing poinr for me, and within
a weck, | slarted golng to a supporl proep for people who
gl wanred s leaee homessmralite, | had kepl i part of
auy lte hidden far yours, Lt slowly T began talking oo [ricuds
ursd felly abomt v seeepele. Whera T feated tejectinm, |

usnally fornd roonprssion ead concery, T also sacked seeing
a Cluisldan counselor, atendod coulerences aboui heating
seealivy eaud [ound some books on U iszne, These wene 21
Vel instrumental in nringlog abonr changs: and healfng i my

Allboagh T ostarted ont sromy i WF jonrney ol af
hamosemaality, Lwenl Baough 8 periad od e whers Treally
questioned oy faith wnd oy ideotiny as a Chrislion, I started
polug to clubs and paving sex el men Thad justmed Ters
wens 1 Jul ol Lalk about HEVATTE during diat dme, snd | ko
¥ chrices wena vory unsalz,

Trazlly, Tmade & reinen b gy $57th and to e Chareh,
fusiead of pursning & rele in loadeeship, T jnst focused on
pucsuiog healiy, non semal refationships wlth men. T had a
e, a0 |polimeolved ek sconuneebilivy relattonzhin
groups T bad goy friends who oed and secapaed e whete
1 weiass Drut whi vweonatd alsa cal me oul when I did thirgs Gl
weerett'? guod Luc e, Al T realized thal ooy struggle AT L

that different from some ol ielr stroggles. T hose elationships

wie inceecibhy healing and wuos[ormarmoe for me.

i de yenas lerer Thegan Tewding o group st my churely,
and 1 young Luly sume, who T thnmpghe wis cate, ey amud §
ended 1w daring and thon geding maried. We wre sUmarTed
and have 2 healthy relationship weod have three some Lgodier
tur uliEea is 21, and we haee rodng who ace L0,
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In contrast to what most people would think, aciually found
great freedom [to stop acting on my same-sex desires].

KIM ZEMBUR

E wmagted having bomosaatl desfees n high sehool and
hepan acting v them when T weuws 17, For toeiy 7eass, [
tid thern o m feenlly and Tiends hecause T fell su romrh
shume and puilt aboat e, whic came frow & desp [Leling
T el persomally et 1 wes'T meaul to live o honosesaal
Litearyles. b wias Ireinya donble life, andil LetTnemed 1,

T limer what vy (o i.-'eam, daling girl efler girl knd hiding
i [rwun eweryule [ cared about. L eaded up
marrying 4 mau wham L lowad ety as

For the first

| Liecsame sa degpenls chat [ oally decided Lo sarendes
everylhing shaul die vy L had been Lving and ask oz God's
help. Hroen chat masnent . e Demvinuess I had bren liviug
in for miAmy jears was lited. | hegan resdinyg dilferent bk
ahiul semality and whai e Fible sdys about it § uted amendsd
s srnd el wlth = privslto helped me process sesaality
Juoagh u lulth-hased perspecdve, T gl&n cuerrunltted ot Lo date
atall [ur a ime. ‘Lhese things boowsght prRace Lo
i hearl taat T had lieen geamching tor, and for
thie Brarrimu, wy Fe felLIudl, Like T livdng o

a Lnzmamn, YU wes ot in leve wirh. "Waen 1 N n
unle? m}T life’ vy Loabe Ld emtily.

chemmed pn Llm wilh & wormaw, After ibat
aperced, T was pagically forced L cone aul
veith the ilke T was choosiag L live. The peopie
close to me aecepud MR and Were SUppIITIvE ulthongh L

L L o hsut that thew befeved. a5 T did deep dosen, thar

roiy lileatpl e wasa't good [or me. Groing from rdatonship o
relationship, Vs newer al peade in iy leant, and Tinally hil
rock hotlow e uue of my plrliiends dedted rmoos,

At shat pulnt, | realized that Iwas in o vicions cyrle of
reluignshins at weroo't tlfilling for me. Cyen though
everyniwe aTonnd we suppuried oy lilisLgle amed wld pne 7was
OF, Itelt deeply enuviaced thal T nesded w make hig chinges

it wanted dilferent roesults inomy Uk,

febe full.

Il wns ot ety G0 SLO & ling On Ty saile
wey deaites, ut T had e snpporl I needed w
cluanse ot e [ Loamast o wliar musl penple wuuld think, i
actgalhy found greni [reedom iu Ustng up thore huundariss
for mgaelf. Lam alsa now fres lro the aoelet, deprusslon,
s duplicity thut were coutlnmally present iy P F s igle,
1 1o wealli 10 Am awttlemticily tae T idu 't o wa posaibie.

Fim foart also overflues with juy ane love tor children n
Ethiapic, Visit her Dinieiry et s JItorguilegTacesorg,
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After deciding I wanted to come out of the homosexyal lifestyle
I met Garry, who is now my husband. We have been Inarried 12

[ 29

years, and we have two children.

MELISSAINGRAHAM

WERE TO BaAaRRY / PAGE e

fum the ouiside, my lifs looked prenty periect | was
F atrequdlig v prlvale aniversity and was o g loag-
lerm relalionship with a gy, Bt fmalde, § s gawing
more 2l moe depresasd, with a bugge semse wl anpliness,
Ttel: camfnged wnd onsallsRed, sa 1 begsn Lo guesdon me
sonuulity,
My senivr year of enllege I bugan ¢ [edhian rulatinrship
witll 4 weomstw AL lirst T thoosht, This i wdbar

oW, annay” Wy slsler inrusd me o Chrzlan comferernos,
and Mweul with hee Widle | was fhers, T oame to belleve thar

just becuuse Ttell smething, fhal didn't tade # izl
I buegan o resd books and wal puges about hegliby
sexLaliey, whirh wore very belptial in providiog me wih &
Delvate way en get Informualivn that 1 neaded sinee I alit! felta
lut of shume fn the Reginning, I then joioed 5 locl minjstey
belpdug praple deal wilh novanted seanal

Pz been longlng Sor my whole s, bul thes [ Ii-']'v life tﬂdﬂv AMraclinns, dhar mloisty provided sunpac
*

eapeirnced @ ot of fnlumea] conllict betwoen

. " ¥ for:meinwy process hy helping me dual witiy
Ieeling file it was tighy, and o pagging sense 18 10{} 1]]11&5

thet 1 was wrony. | felt a Lol of shame, snd

Braken ey in wy family end helping e w

x . L4 etend fargivencas. A purr af Liar minisiry
T hal nn paace. {hy ieladonshlp was TaLy h&"tter thdﬂ !t

W2E iy a paid support wronp, where §

ense, Bul shatt-lUved, She ended Thuluys: was tllﬂ-n‘ leurned fuew o budld heallfry relatunahips,

Guivkhy, zod | waz devasrarad,

A s polut i felt e all my celadonsips had come
rragling dewz on me, and | tegched my lowest poine T fel]
ke 1 wag chelug inside, Su, Thegan s eak God M lzelp and Lol
toc help exlemally, as well,

M nemrons Lo rell my o s Laca sfster that T tglat
Foras gy because they wore Chrlsbans qd | thought they
wiolld Tesponed harshly. Mmatead, they Both respunded by

SAFir, "W don't thlok chis iz Gud's ez fur k], b wee lowe

I alzo suught vongeling,  and  wteended
conferenees, Lach of lhoge 1ings wis instTumental Ly oy
healing process.

My Ll today is B imes Lurer than it was then,
Ahmat Gve vears after deciding | wanted 5 couwe ont of o
homuesrmal lifeatgle, 1 met Garry, who is now my Arsbuod.
We have boeen mgrred 12 yuars, aud we lave mng children,
By reband and ) heve a great sex lifs, ard iy level uf same-
s ALEULAND by estretnely mnall compared towhol it weas,
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[ was ahle to find solid, iegitimate support that helped me
determine my sexuality in & way ihat lined up with my faith and
desires,

GARRY INGRABARM

LS ELED TE R
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M w lile 25 = humosenal wee prety chaulic, There
ey corminhy acme Llgh poinls whiein T eas living in
suxuality and harienring At gay baz, ot for (i ast DA, [hure
|rvurn weore exmemcly Lo, s there were many of e Ther
more T enotinoed to live inhom nrecaelivg cad Tdentily 28 & 297
1w, the more unistable my lile herame:.

| was using a 1ot of aloulwl, ses and ofber types ol
digmacious o ovdor to jaar cope with life 1
sl sy bt oow life was going mic ol corrmal,
| veperienred o 1ot o3 deprosslon and aredely, I
had & deslrs mos Lo coroneis suicide, bt o jusl
ot avise.

Erantually, I gnt w0 a point where the
puptorle of ciuning ont, eeving Bible cullage,
findioy wy tirer gy bar and fecling e @ had
fizaliy fuund oy prople started w L Tt s
alnoar i vuars i, s [ was starting 1o feel
bl 3w desice has abeaps been to Ood
Wl Hiphl and selde dovwen. e har dido'L
happen, sud I was with covntloss uuinbars g yugs, it wad
aagthing hul wher T had signed up far, 1 eslized theres wiag 0o
huope v {oy, Thare was nochiog ko it for me.

| goew Up gring to el bat bad papurienced some
negative aspects. Fre as an adull, §hase artimes. Uyt I startrd
Lo b A desice to tectscover God in 6wy it was wery Lifferers

Lo wener Lused o lnow, The desine dido’t have anythice
ol weithy Wl 0o chasgs ey 3erialing. AL that poiur, 7 fzli
fonmulabde,) A1 koew waz Lneeded to nem the relus (V0T ™
sranabody clse,

e jrusney wag peinful, but good. 1 started to g
diffeeent comfereuces somually. Taose wers Lanslormational.
I leammed Leow: people wlhio were dealingwith same ol he satmr

{gsnas, andd It gewe e usight inmo how seane of
lheam had develaped in o vwn Life. | wenr's

Twouldn't . eznctiy b it teopenced, but it helped
trade my
worst day
today for
1y best
day then.

me pui the Ao Lopether amd roulise, G, this
fHrtkas @ fol of Fenae.

Proale und capes s also pheildd o
. Taef really gave e hope fr what | was
Demineing To prrsus and weee g hig pat of what
brought e changs. Counssling alsu played 5
coucial partt 1 was on 1 proly desparaty journey
bul wirs shie w [od snlid, Segidmate supourl
that helped me delerodne my seoalite B wiy
Lt lined wp with ey fiiband desines,

Tve hern hap pily maced almost L2 years now oo iy wite,
Tlelizga, Today | somesimes say, "Twnuldo'l tiade e wossL
dow today e -my best day theo! T's e ‘Lheee's s mnch
slability, love, and grovelby fnomy Tl sow, and therw haus been
Fur & lomg fitae, 't a0 tharddul,
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I'started to ask questions. I needed answers or else Twas
headed toward ending my life,

E wsz fo be koown by e name *RemE? 2 fempede PErscna T

Lised 10 puask the dyshmection end b rat ey
this zeasou of noy Lile | pewsucd sex, drugs and
rugk ‘a’ ol Fuding it dioalt o uttderstzingd
my picn, [ wed e stripping aud Fnmd mevaelf
Tvalved i1 weric sexual setfuidivs to Mol wollk
Acud valtte wirhin muyeclf Tyeas comsqed waitiy e
vulnirs and litesiyle of bocmmesnaalily; Thecame
errreloced B vias oy only ety

Ibmweeves | began ti free wuvers eprresion
and falt divjuinted aboat life; I had Saced s
dissppuinrments, as wall us broken and aliuatre
relgtlunships. Heeoghleing the desom oty e

Troatinnally fend momalfin, 1 serted L aRi Lot Dns. el
this bz @l ihera ds Lo Tife? WL ey LamEHrICE o Ty edfiay
B Tuveded ausvers or olse T s Boaded [wsn] ending

lifa,

EDWARD BYRD

Tueling despezale, T searched Lur ather slmies like mine

past, Doring  on vrrTbe. Finding +idons of praple whia sallght help

I atny
a whole
new
person
imside and
41110

iy lite. | na

il freedom for Geemselves lad awe pursne
cuenzelicy, supourt grotps end ouling Teachings,
Sorme by aochd mranpe sgporiod vy offarts
leave Lhat Lilv that Lad led o firther par and
destrurmion. hiough thesy rrsouees T learped
thut I bad boilt toy fite an sn mary fabrivatios,
and [ bad to deconsteue the flse reafities (o
dliscawur oy Lrue Tdeudity,

My lite ey ds ehanluludy nothiog like belare,
Tam & whle new person inside aod oul | ma
1 hare nerediile pizepuse, oy, love, UCCRTHALLEL

ALl perce in my L. Wothing in AUy PAST LMLy to thelruth
ared lowe L haeee receivied from Chst and o, the peuple in

longer loak foz fulfillmene in daryremons plares; I

& dfilled end secure in o semual idenstliy 47 a4 puan.

EDWARD BDYRD MUSEC .
fucebook.com/ edwardbyrdmusic
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COAKLGEL

1 didn’t know my own body had rejected me. I didn't realize
that my body was simply responding to abuse.

LUCA GROPPOLE

a5 b 2 wotnan acd endured molestation e a chitd,
E which lefr e feeling wwootected aud wamenrthy of
gamtineluve, T came o the mimekun conclusion that "girts an:
wirtims and boys ame ubusers,' and hose were the ooy two
vollons T 5w, Mot wenting w be the wiclia, I sabeomaciousiy
decided being @ boy was safer Weartag my b aer's rlisthes
g0 Acaiog Do T Tonkued Lo the miccoe certainly buad 4 affact
o me, Tl powartal aul o control; noling

ard qualify to have harmone thesapy, thueu you can get th
pperation, I chanped my name cad lized fuli-licw as a roan,
bt Iwms never bappy. I regan to o angrier and mare vlalaer
anel remembenad what | bolieved Az 1 child: boys are Kiiusers
T hevume wery whusive and voded npoin jail several times. 1

mever wnt Erther wilk the procoess of geting o soa chenge.
‘Thirmy voiss Jarer, (e wnman | was Ivlng with wld me 7
was going it We with hor T oeeded m oulond

ki A0 s frl—mig ; d Hible b [legt Time § e
ke Low T wicwod noeell as 3 givl—we -uS[ﬁddElﬂ." chureh arnd Hible side. The (ese tme Faeul

ti eturely, g pastos cune over asd puared with

warihless and wghy. N '
T didn’l boow my oo body hud rejacred I dl[lﬂ T WARTEE e 2nd Luncowrtered a God thas L had never

krwom befiee, After tha moment, secry bong

e, I didn’l cealize thal my hody  wras = .
t-ﬂ Iclﬁs .[Ill}'{ chunged: ™y uedersranding of ¥ight and

Aimnply respondiog uo almse aryd thar | wes

epericinganormabzeamwus oo g rifriend

ciliatiom.

wanng Lecanse mure detined, wud mr hear
biegan to questiom the lilie Twas livig

By damily ook me o Thrivemdly of ARVITIGEE, Asrrymindset hagua o change, suddenly

Minposoty's Tragsur v Huooan Sesneliiy,

Tt was chure atter mmuch testing tial they cnucluded T had
upnder dysphoila, Toe doctor gatmed T recefred e wTong
chostrasormesd in relatiom to my hormemes wud told me wider
to ALy Lls way and faos impendlng aicide, oo Dave 8 Lo
cange. A s change, [ thonght. Thal's parfant. ) fode P oo
hady gy, T leamead all about hivs o aanaitiun: I£ wom
pel youwr namis changec, live LOLfiroa as the oppaaiie se

T dicde't want w klss my gidlzlend anyraore,

One day whon we were hotding hends T leraked domen at aur

hewns and raid, "Wy 2m I lnlding a woanan's Lands? T'm 2
womare I'm mads: kol s man!’

Lnar aiter, 1 moved sway o me pidbiend. ©wuws met

wlth love by the theistlan arouonnity wnd Began w leecn

dhoutl abaolule surrendr g freedom, Tee buon free #ighl

Teams oo, And L actsally luse being single.
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Today I live knowing that what on

most shame is completely taken away by a God whg
didn’t avoid my pain or

GABRIRL PAGAYN

E twsed o be very doprossed wnd erTlsknlly puranuid
whas prople thy nghl#haurime, r

explorud sumalingin fiish
schogl afray bt o

FDowrd Lo sexnal activicy and Pumimaphy
% A kid, Acting oul throngg, Mesnrbetan aurd wafeamg
Lecine an nbseastvy halit T which T leat all conspal 1 ST L)

the paf rnvwhens § wgs etlong ol i ol e whir T weg saeing
DL At ns,

This brueght me 4y LY eVt i, wo e
Lweznped e i1 mysclf,

X bmought e (he most ANAME iy cumplotely
Unawave that peaple weps Maving for FEEE ﬂ]ld fE-llj

ahnur

' Wing o wild e uf advamure foliwing Idir,
Nowl'm.

14

ce brought me the

questions,

slern 1

it unodiry mar if | could have #,
tarernr

i presence fie that

Sevew vears faker and I'm e frum boing hannd g FATLL-
FAL AMTluetions, und £'ny e maAvied W the love of oy life,
Having real irtna CF 804 coruwection wirh heris my bipges) gift
frum God begidas Yy

rulstlonatin with Tesrs, ' hapae ang

Today T live knawing vhat wlee ance

FAkur saey i a God whi did1y’ seoid Ty niain
My, [soddenly bl momead (n clmge i, n‘fiﬂy O anestiaus. I seoeg as 2 Pesmz ar iy foen|
e, Evmevns reachod our e e o1y social '

mrdis a1 ghzred Jegog. with re I accapiod Jesns Clarist iy
my drivgnmy, whe e

e Holy Spicit #21 ap ime like fire and ld
™ trrongh @ seres of SPAcmE? e oz, Lates T recalvad
Blayer miliamy and saw Jusms halding e the Arg e T v
tweched loappropriamely. T told the Lurd diat 1 wauld pewyer

churck: and Lead people chre
ResEintE. My priatear jon
Hlemalig fuln Do
Gud th
sl

el inmer healing
Is weelng Josng crpsh ribrelicf Ly
'3 pafn and varch Mg et e the
SLkontone Sy muling oy own Life. Tag addicled and
It lree. ¢ way depressed urd v 'm ] 06 o, 1 weps [al)

n¥Lute and now 'Mpom arved by Jereey,

LOVE REVOLUTION CHURCH
loverevchurch.com
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CITAKGT D

[ now am totally free to love without the burden I once
| carried. -

KRISTI STIRLING

G coiring up, L never Lie fulky foomale, T nuver seemed Lo
fiwuee ot ur eajoy nuntal, healtty frirndships with
vlher givts, and T was neser atiraoted toomen, Privudships
cyled bemwpen "ton close” or nio-existent, becanse losing a
frirml folt Hke oy Liearr wes being toro o half,

This Wlustyle aalaued ki 16 veans, uutl §grewe Loo closs
w0 & woman [ mentoned, Same-sey @tteartion both tanlallzed
anel soandalizad re i I inally wae honest wiln mysell and
Gndl abwut whery hat atmacdan wiould (e me.

T hegau 1o open up and shue wich dillovent Trenspl, whirh
huiped me slep our ol the frg ol contfusion It wrhideoess,
Trenpile having hidden my contasion and pain o nearly Ly
dermed s, shaming wy deeprel insecnrice with trusledl miends
sawe ma lhe support L oeeded insteart of dee condernuedon

hed Feged.

fuelng this e T fouud sopell peieg through 2 "seoond

prberLy,” which slligeed mu Lo Tevisit nisconeepUuns T had
bellewad mhoat omell as @ 12- or 13-yrar-old, Twhe vble to
reeall cerrain Lelawiors Gt nad Leen mied aul for me vars
am, Tike vearing wall prlisiy, which el severely affeciad 1y
self-imape, Tdisrovored thae oy game-sex attraction bad been
closely cinnected s lhe presauee of spiriiual perfecdonism
arvud mre and that T had oo e up Lo 8 legalisle, olaa-driven
stenlard of brhavios Trenficed Tvmd e longer huound [ Thise
rules, bl biad ts eadom o wake my wwin dersiuns for my
warsan o,

Angther surpilsing clange | cxpedenced was herwning
free [l cerfuin emotond Tiggees For emmple, 3 zartan
song pleviag o9 the radin had ones miggered e sRm of
luwelineas nud longing Lo g Avl for whooveT mmy [cierud was

gt The time, But evromally, that same song wild play anl
[rmnrid’e eeen noties . Lules Twould ceensmber, iy thal
wone! My hearLvas becoming murs wanls wud recognidag this
rhamye mede mafuelso ol and ableto celelimte Iy Tocess.
1 alsy diserrered dulng thee sucond, pubory phese Luan
T aum fras Lo "lowe and ol po. T learned that 1 sovulel bave o
healidrr, intimnate Dlendahip wi anather wioman siluoat my
hrart biiag term in balfwher the level f indaacy dooreased.
In the pasi I alwags wanted one fisnd exlughely, end 1
Gidn't wanl el ta have wiher Fiends oo to pRtoust bey gectos
try angone elae. Sowe Tam [iee 0 Anter iite geriing, nralthy
friensllp with weny d*¥fooenl women Thls gimply wwasn’T
possihle foy me in G pasr, ol now it oo longer un Lasne.
U thig iy, § am deply satisfied wilh gemin: Leart-to-huart
epnuecdon wid a amber of fiends.

v tTnr, this process of legrniny i ba honesi abert my
samne-soa attraction led me 1o au hysnaive wieek nf couusalicg,
dulngwhich a lifetioe of the paiu ot self-rojection wrel [oac of
s’ Tejeciion camm sushing to (e srface. e image Lsdw
in ry myind s of & terlunoas meunlair el eac mm in the
trail so dlnstradou of anc of those deeply painfil wemoeries.
§ realived it Chind had bean with me, caperisnring oy pain
wils me ul every e Toia trudle Rty sou oy heatt free and
rerscivad th sdng nf chal Wesime wlpafa,

L err ams atally frow Lo Lovs widwont she urder T once
carried. 3T heart bs vhole agaid, anc T can enjuy SRLETR
[lenyd=hip pain-froel Ewld ool 7eham Lo sy fnraer lile/sel
(o crprhitg Lo theweocd, T haFeve (e pracess uf seF-tisaneery,
and iz level of freedin, are hoth real anid ailahable for
evrrpone, Tray can be diacoveled aad prown mdn.

1
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I tfeel comfortable and at beace embracing being a man,
lam free.

1 TOSTIDA PRREZ -Rijos

ap came vt and Wl my o e Hrepdad thr T was 2% [lamce, .J'k].rnunglﬂackma.u_. Michaul Brwwts, had bee killid iy
whew | was i middle sehool, Llad srovwn up in chy el apelice mHesy ung the citpywua fon AR UDDUT. Al thal rmormeny,
and, befnre PRINAE gL | hud Cimremplared Commitming 7 wenlived he wotld T lived in vemser't the wonderand T Lad

suiride if Gud dignq change me. thenagh, Twanhaed change my Fife.
i Thrnughout hish zcbnol and Ty early enllope Ve, I Tteld {3ad that wellil aton st lda y iR by s, ba
| L 1 ! B VAL

perlumed i drag abhows g5 & gerrderless vhub ki in (e pnide 1 quicidy forgat ahout s PR ALt camie aroamad o 1
I of those hardeap ¥ears i1 vhe 4 Loots ehg, BCCNE, [ went o ey aAvivirg wiiile higty My hear! starrad raele and my vision
|i Puama Riew FVCOY FORT T visle My dad. (3ud . went white Tpalled over apd begun tu repeny,
|5 spoke 10w 10 anch 4 pratouned WA througle E‘i}r Semﬂjlf]j' 1hst was the tit thna | TeLnghived (o

hitn. Wi dad knepr abont sihalins I'Y heer, ] ¥ speaking toine, Ha Sulicl, “Srop filllog yoorself

I froand thatghes I Lied. ~this T Lad neer ¢ ﬂngs tﬂ WAtk bt qesd g1 vourzell ug vl mer
| tale augnrc, IESHS From thal mumzenr an, T chose Tewmrs,
I wouln remim 10 5 Loniz freling f Leing suher hag TuEnt e bow tp il

frredonn und (o o wantliyy o Jaape e fitesorle: | vy Huing, heallbe snd anspuren| relationsilps wirh neopla, Uefape
| wended aboar what peopls wers Baing ra (hinl: Ay it wied monever be (h al waw. [am [ivima oot MY procuess fn
becrise Thad funde 2 name gy weselfin the clul goene:, chieh commumity. My sexralily belongs to fests. Sum edar I

Gud spake b e dUring eme mip i Purriy Rivn and guig Biipe oo b mamled 1 5 WRTEER an Fencs o farily, and, sl
At chaakie hings wure Roing te happen, far thar he weag [Fes, Then! cumlortahle and ut peune crnhralmu,g_hnjngumml.
grlturto praluct Jne. A month Lutes, my viny of 5t. 4 ouis WHEIN T aun fioe,
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CHAMNGEN

My life is very full now. i've been out of the lifestyle for 26 years.

KATHYGRACE NDINCAN

lated telng o womarn. [ hatrd erevthing aboul iv, T wus
weuw Aeeched from my cnioriens. Even us a X, It fric
Lke L just existed, 1 wasn't unlAppy. bowas & prankster and
cuizchimeons, sl I ol making peopl langh. Bul alvways ir1
the back of ooy miod was o loDging W be Loy, Tibink that’s
whore the porsenalily camne fomm; 1 Lagmphl 1t wes o bays

prerRrTlTE,
My hated jur being @ woodl maale 'I dccidcd:[

i desnorate, so l decided T wanted to [ove
as o wap, And T did for 11 yuars, Thepe wad

a wurran, wid Tgre e sea myvsell ey G sees me. Over
tirne, [ began Lo reabize it waso'L negesaurily abnut guiug
Lack o being a wornan bt rRtLIning huw God creaied

a1u B e

iy Life i weTy full mowe. Vv Deen b oF the Tilusiyle for 26
yesns. When | diink haclk fo thuse years vl Mg & & mam, it
[eels like awetnle other wdd, T still have the
mernorics, v it swemns like I was arthsr
G

"E-VﬂnlEd 15 1 il ams a pranbeer snrl mischirwios

L nows F o Al [vee. Back then, Lsonstantly

prmetaing evcidng shaut being ahle to dare LI
}_HVE as a “lm' Tived in fens of surmeone [oding owd whe )

wgmen, and 1 Gt it would muke my lile

conuplete, Lwantrd Lo be free 2nd buve 2l the ﬁﬂd E_ did wr ane whiar woald happen o me den, T

don’tliee 5 vht placy aymose, Lmms wha

thinge L deesmed abaul cgme Lie.
fﬂr }. ]_ Ey' Eﬂr@. 1 amn, ard exch nes day is some (hing tr Towk
-

Whal pulled me oul of Thai lifeamyls wras
wnen in my Hie who were toefed and
straipht andspake outh it py life. Gdy prRawr 2ad my clinreh
weri u presc help for me in e fst [fvis FeaTd Lk, They came
slopgside e eod showed me oy lifesble chuices hada's
sealle heew abaul My Acslalite and weEre ingread poored e
prmet reladonal oeeds aud brokuuness. ey hilped e

lerpoe are amachod towho Tam and v cruotions, arg T

Liegan L cobimaoe B L was a5 i wWimErl.
I alaa went to 4 couple of nonieiances [Ge trenspendered

prople pursLlng wholemes:s. The men there affivmed e as

fupvrand Lo nstrad of fmdge Throwgedy Tame
valuc being seanine insteud of rying v hide all thu time.
Grmerin up, | wias 30 alreld Tveould he rofecred WL shomeed any
crnotiom v amhiog abeck wha Twas. hAt Wk SCATE. WO
that’s not tries, Hene Tam; disis what ymL gt
Lyt Lneal i frnms 20 pmichoejetion, And [y erstard e
T'm a good petsul, Theoow T'm lowved, and T find great vidoe n
lifes T ran'Lear 1 elithat way brloce, T heved romidance wwho
T aoy nowe and e I L wahe. L oay net get it tlght all the

timu, bt st I have zo affuris grod,

a3
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Atthe core of all of this hag been a belief that God's
power is real and active today.

RODGER G a8

wras b "lhar Wwary' o at ledes thal is e Way it Ll Tor

o Tost o ny lite 3 e ol sexvally atceed i e, While
Flowged for hoth mativnal aud sews| lvimaey with 5 nam,
Talso feli as though T dide's Lelong witl ithes meq aed that
e & foreigrien AT the antue S, rosi of tigy life f have bees
suraunded by men who valued aod bursred nen-senozi
TrEzCanehips with me, ther didn'T se me ac s
nEsidar uroas losa-thar, Many of thew tmew T
Slrugpled with Fomusezualitg, bur iy didn’t

&€

the rore v all of this has heen o felivfrhal Gad's pewer is veul
a0 autive worday., Wit this, | Lave A Personal comeaingont
e i belief (ot semel relations hlps arve imtended to he

Frpreastd belween o man and u wonn only.
At ihis paine in wy five, T heme wrpericnred magaificen:
change in (b quality uf nay Iike, Tl greilest change hee been
&1 hem § ralaic 1o other wen, While | prevlonaky

I AITh Lt like an outaider and like F didn 't Lelom, Tam

TEW veTy eondorialile ie my Telatiimehips ywllh

L]
deter them Jrm caring for zie. Yol | couldn'L Eﬂ[]f] dﬂ_ﬂ_.ﬁ: ntficrinen.

eoteent with thern. [war deeply nueormderralip

.] Ateragly, | Al find rveefl semal Iy ttlactad
wllb f1ean velalle lomglog to e witss then, . '

L wrenem; what an nddly woordertil BYDEOETLCE,

B0 rory 208, | stavied to caqlome WAl e edtay f T Witls (s, iheve has beon g chanee L TR T
b T 18 AT 15

inTegrate my kit and stenAlile. T began eading

book out the topic, snd | attenned & copiliren e E TR,

far peeple with urwanred seonal alraciloms,

Tsiwr g theraplal aed warkied o nes dnsties, ooy
childlesod irsoma sng depressinm, And 2 Epet lime, ofren at
these comivremees ar olhar gittherlogs, wilk men g HNEL
Wi had emorienced sipnfficant chunge in i saxal
mivmatinm,

Those Tesomrces gaec me & welon and fupe ther eal
charye was nossibie and rha irwgsnr a Iranrdudent s ar

RUtian towurds nen, The more CorinThle

aw clowe T have come refaiiomally with other

ik die Jess mexnal attraeriopn | have T men,
A3 Thave keddreszed areas of cenmslun, trauma, and i
e pvrer of ormnseaual desire has losmened. My attention,
has wme fow dealing with the attcucrion irsell o loelfings
with the mnd isnes hebind i The vverall quality of my L
has improved, amd | aju S AL and secimee in wl | ALl Bs
ahmtzian whn f [y male, ] coniinne BT &5 @ Lnwm aud as
8 follonerer 1 Tesus,

CHANGTD
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NHNAKGED

j am sexually attracied to niy wife and more content in my

marriage than [ could have ever dreamed.

BEREK DAUT.

E wepetienced same-ses atracdus for most of my i, Lvems
. hucn i s pastor's faraiyand hud a traditioualiphrineing
Lar T vherished. Lowerer, Docanse wf some carly ongrit
haazsmers Do male peers and @ grmoastles coach, sonr
imcrusive medival exams, and 1Res s aotioual

samily dynamics, I began w ezpavience gendur I hﬂ?ﬂ

contnaion and saroc-sex aticecton a4 a small

[ had'r vul sgen. Sho was thu liest Chiistiun i suggest | ol
ok Tenovery DerAuse of her own expercnce with God's
prwer and leve.

Tever o] supporawd disciplestdp in an acueenta by
partnor &énd 4 local mpporl greop. Boutise nf
the pnamaus i vy rdlatonshin with Crond o vy
supportie Chiisrian comrmuniy, 1 falt neuwrs

thild, Tn hiph schnal, I berame vely fnvolved E]Eﬂ{:e ﬂ]‘rd smnugh to chellengs pecs pectives an worldvizes

jn the weodlds of theswr and competilive
cherrloadiop These ammospherrs and peor
protps worw enjoyatbile, bt thuy ezpnded me o
lifusegles that led e Lo questiou Wy wlenilty

it hied gone nnuuestioned in o hearl,

1143 !E}ﬂgﬂr Todwy, Qe Cheistian wiioal whe was ™y
FE'E}_ Frivuc, has wice reoine 10y wile, We have been

snavricd for 13 years and have 3 clildyen. 1 em

L]
gndd ppose. C[}Hﬂlﬂtﬁ: d, sesmaliy atrarmed 1o her and meve GubTentin g

By coblege, tho copamol ner wwernodl of
s e ey nil-acton ol ey conselvative Cluistian weortchAese
carse to A reeseoad, aod T deecided to plan 0 exit suwslEpy
amd vuler the gay Westle, Shon'tancotsly, | oot 2 Chrislian
woman whease [z had bren dianged teough Jesus w0 oa level

ersurrfage Qi T euld have cver drsaued. Tam
1o lamper bommidl w gexmalice en; Lhae poade ard i longer
feel comflivied, Wy relatinnslips wits farnily ad fienls are
full and enjurable, and Lhswe peiasn 4 lifestyle tuat srpuss e
all my cspertalions,

g
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[ now have a reconciled relationshi p with my family and the
privilege of helping others know that change is possible,

LUIS RUI7

E'u by b L wramtoed to Luery a waman aid have w fanify

of oy own. So when I realized i vy childliood {hat 1
raE abmacted o the same eew, T felt my dream Duighit e e
prowsible, | fall proy to the wodd's Larrative

ightrilub in Ocdanda, when o shouer autered the buifding
A npeced tire. Aftor loalisg miany of oy fisnds and RETTH
wlen i the haspits!d fur wounds srmralned during the

shoodny, T eame to luamz T wag TLY posivive,

Waar " ave Luerm ga” which Teft e faslin At tlat woment | dropped o my Lnees
c:nu_t'u-.-..-:s.d | hﬂ]}ill’.'-ﬂ.‘". Fow fegrlul m shurg I chusc tﬂ. Al wapt I-ll wanled to T?i?e a heafﬂih—:r i,
WTF same-suy feelings with my parents apd IE&VE th_E St thal waz ar ceutered armrmd sex wrd

1wy churk, I esll diacmnnerted from God aul

damnaying belaviog
oy famdly becunse of the wension hetween hﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂlﬂjﬂl

I atarted goluz to a chucch where I

TF desires und oy bfets, iifcstyrle tﬂ recuived pustoral care and began cocmactiogs
Wirie § served in the 1S Avon, T scurethy with & sunporiive failh corumamivy. [ hpgan
explored gaw cluhs where T imedission Loy purﬁ[ﬂﬂ Fﬂy i fall iz Tome with the f2ith oé ws ohildlond,

painwich parlying, drogs and sex with oot

* z ‘Thesu resources allusved me to Bmild Lizaltbry
mee. | waoled 10 doown ut the pain ol ngr } .

fecling zilrected a0 women, Throoghoul

Lioee Yowes, T crantivimelly felt theve Lud 10 be rmece 1o Lk ftn
what I wes [fving 1When Lgalontoi the Avmy, 1emg denressnd
attd alone,

O June 12, 2076, T wss el atiog i hivthday al IMnlse

relulinnships and pursme a relalinnziin
with God. Tchoss i lagve the Lwernogexual
Lifestyle: 1o pureny My Lrvee dWdentity in Jesws. T nowr e o life
frae orf deprassinm, drxiety and feary faving u reconcled
relutimshinwlith ny famdly 2ngl Ui prdvilege ol helplog el s
brverer that chiange 1 prossible.

LUIS
¥/

Orlando Pulse Nightclub
Shooting Survivor

FEARLESS LEDENTITY
Sfearlessidentity.co
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| MACKY DIAZT
| Justmacky.com

&6

CHARLED

I no longer struggie with the needy feeling that drove me into
relationships with men and women. [ am happy and whole.

MACKY DIAZ

L e up believioy in God aod dic gl e things thar
E Clhristians dn. Ak avouny wornac, Dinarried a man sl bed
adavghrer with hira, Tn 15746, thacmarrisge endod aeod §oond
emysell i et bier pelaioruslip wirh 8 mar wrhno way shoaie,
Whers | gotaucal b relalionsldp, Emade a decision: Thats i
I by olionaiTg TR s rer ond el

thevery neerday, Fpecred np alivmy tamorine things and miowoed
ot of oy ehialend’s hommes, My danghter who bard aramad
uing v chiaceh oo boiiding hes ovens celalionshdp with God,
had heen praying foc me “Lhe chorch st Bad Deen geieg o
also decided to arey fr me. After leadng my pirlftcod, s

Grestions the: haanred e hefore hegsa

i b reledtoniships fecause | am ey Ho l [{H_E‘g tllﬂﬂ: o Le answered, I started going to chis

L carne oul ol e cioset at 30 years old, T

chordk, wol Guey suppoeied, loved and

mrrmdbr carriend the label ol leshian for 12 Sﬂ“l&ﬁhlﬂg llﬂd arcepted me L bogan o Gelep Lo svery
vears, That label did not have the power r  teaching anc mesaage | coold find atnoul
changed. [ knew

Lo ek e bopy, though, T owas sl

dentity sad God, The marsformednn was

poing from nladonshio o relationshin, r WA l{}'ﬁ;’f_‘)d ﬂﬁd Leudy rzbimeitlons,

unhappy and unfullilled. »y heael swas

Llay, oy Lile s coropletely diiterer,

broleer, T conld never Gnd salislving ""rﬂllld never Homedmes my [eods don't s
unswees Lo e questions sremynme Aala: be E[IGH'E‘ IfEE-E recngnize me. | oused fo bo exloemely
s

“who een 11 und "Whe de I belong to?*

needy, coldn't giesp withour the TV

o " _
Farenry ralatinmshin ended witks e Fellng MEEE[IL vy and teied to force people to love me

Spt,

Qo i, wlile liviag with A gitlfitend nf five eas, 1ol
up erying hyslerivety. [uled to be guder so Twominn't weake my
girlfriend, bt | fiale such oo avershcllug presence of Lo in
the roont, Iimmediserly knew iBalsomoelbiing had changed, T
Lo L was luved and wonld pever ne alere. | fele dilleres So

o b weay T osweowled e Tre loved, Mo, T
Liirve: roy prabler being alone; in Ezoy, L cojoy D0 L el Toved,
vulued, and lile I belong. T don't feal like anytiing i missing.
I ma Tocpor stougale wich the aeedy teeling thar dooe me o
relatinnships wich mon and swaomens I any bappe aned sitole,
vnderstand st [ am mner and whare 1 heloo

03
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Pbecame so miserable that
fili the void in my soul, includin g drugs and bulimia,

T he wamna and pain Fom iy clildhoad, which v
led me into o
P Refore Fentered fnly a

lesbian Lilstrle, | had heen o Clisletfan und wer engaged rg

ffled with plysical ang suxial abnsg,
se1ies of broken Leshisn reladonshi

b marded, My fianes was grne o log and [
Lisred being almne so 1 Fpenta lul of thae wiih
awornate o werk. This inte megan aened
e door w oy lirat seanal cocoumier wilh &
wuman, leadlug me vy om o and my
flancé and luw & 11 nftectinalsm for L1 pegars.

Rrel #ime 1 tried #n nelem 1o tiad, 1 falt
pulled e hald rmte Gar Lifearsle. | esen toped

wiitiy Lhe idua of goding a e chinge 1o make the melatlan 5l1ipr
bur couldin't bring mysell 1o ge chrough witl

Moy “rocmaly
it 1 becare s miserahle that 1 slarted loaking
o #ill the oid i 1oy
Lrurifti.

iz for alher wayps
geul, incloding tALEs and STELLNG Y

HONCEGAY STORIES
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started looking for other WEYS 10

JANET BOYNES

Cme October ML T & wrncery atar leEwnterad a
wWomal who Invited me 1o her chirek, T dwvewwe vipehr thaen aud
there that aur Mertiyg was not & coincidame: and thst iLis
A3 L nEw begloning [in poe, Throogh Uiz encommer ig 180,

Uod imtesvened in my i zod called 1me
] l]_ad ﬁﬂa}?_‘y Ml of e leshian lilvmgle. Wk flye Rautlpr wap
5 Deonle ar Maple Grove Assenibifes of God in
tﬂﬂﬂd Mivmuesnta, | neser looked beck, T had finally
‘Wllﬂt I was If-:um.xl w_lmn Twas louking e Aleer fiving o
. esbian lifestyle far 14 years, T fuind [rerdorm
!unkﬁ_ng fﬂl_". gl [rsus (e
In 20U6, Jaret Buynes  winisiries w3
fcorporaled, with he inisaon at reachlog thowe wehn ape
mapped in the strisgle that T onee fonel mgsel i, and wn
April 20, 2008, T was urdalned ag g Patar Iy the o

aencral
Lyl of (he Avsemiblies of God.

e e el e

EEFORE

CHALF

ANET
IYNES

JANET BOYNES
fanethaynesministrics.com

TODAY
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COANGEIY

] joined a group of martied men who also struggied wita
homosexuality, and we 2l encouraged each other and shared
our stories. Today I'm happy and peaceful; a better hushand
and lather.

DAVID RASMIEISSEN

jane mnedl | oweent B2 Righ solaoo! together cod plenned
vii getdng marricd T didn't hive samre-sey wilraclions
vntl eollae, bot e collese, T discavoned [HELLINET R s
hurosesuality. [ wes aming oo, going me purks, bockstores,
restriems, ard bulh houses. | didu't know any biag abo
hamrseuslicy, Troman’L allied aboo., aod i wes @ shaeell
Wiirng, Sa T hid i Dige snspoecied, andd belure we gotmarmicd,
| hod oo tell her 1 iad g0 813 Bat T had gien Do 2 man.
Witacalocshy, she vl agreed to ouecy 12
Wea rried and hugged, aod he wedding weat
uw, We bnth weoot Into marciage Thinding il
veyulid e A e

Yo leaened ouickly that marmiegs was

hut 1 srarted lsing A doulle lite ead
ermiioeed arming aul. Tyum mmoa jacade thar
ervarythinyg was fine, ol inside 1 wis o miess,
I emperienced a lot of paill and shame, bul I
il t oo | s nosed addice LIeitthet whack was doing wus
wramy, but ] dfen’ L whar o du ubonr it. Frenlually, Teeas
cormislisg adultery, which muad e it even worsL.

Ar ome ol 2y Lovest podals, Twas a1 a bahhowss, and
matlraetive dlder man approached me. He asbedme m have
gey, cuifarlng to pray e 520, Erefused, and e acked me 1o huw
Lnizn for 520, T gasre i a g and tald i to kee his wciey.

We've een
married 48
e e ta e s, yCATS 21 AVE
4 Very strong
marFiage.  sone

Bl when T got nome, ooked f the mitroy, and Tsaw hat ald
AL ARG b giaw e Jiks oo wite, o children, ali alone,
Lyving tr pray ur Lowels, T eraried w oy And pul oo Iy ke,
desperate to chanpe. Floally, [ bevune desparaty woomgh Thir
I pursuce changs, nid L siated s relulivnsbip with God,

| et building healtiy relationsiips wish mem (or the
[Gzgr fime in oy Life, and 1 lewwed 2 Int ghoul being @ me,
Tushand, and faiher themagh deem, Ealsa staced about my
wirupale puhlicly ab chorek, wod everyoms
storl aud applanced ooy conrepe. I oalso
faund ool aboat v oproogrem that helps
peopre wilk Lawgted seine-5eE straction
and hey gave me booka pn G opde, Wosl
irnpurtavirty, T joinod a group nf wearied oren
wma wlan stagpted will homoseruality, aud
e gl eneowcaged eack cier and sharsc our

Dhespiss oy alstakes and oy stuggle,
Diane chuse to stay wilk e thynugh i all She chese Lo Doggdve
cne, amed veo wenst on the fourney of howling together W liese
o Teen accied S penes wud v A very sload mar-age
tclay, iris so rice 1ot w0 be living a donhle lile aosmcee. |
arn auerrde and ol people frre wlus Trealhe am Ldoe's bave,
c0 crrTy u bucdien amynore I happy aad peacefl; u builer
hesband and fulher,
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My life without sex addiction or lesbian attractions is more
fulfilling than [ ever could have imagined.

EYNETTE DOWELTL

was tulested twrice ws o yomue child, and my seme-cey
E alleeclion stalted al age aaven, While T ashed Jaans s come
into my life at 13, 1 waa secrelly diving i pomogtapbn: sud
ruastuthatlon, wnd st waned these o ead.

Ag LU, mmy First taatrape hegan, ad m fivsd wom was Lorn
a year leees. While iny gnal was 1o he the best mother and
wolle chat T could be, mor hidden ifa Tetuaioed, snd I hecamms
deprasged during vy secand OrEEDEny. (hir

dricel psvelilalric help, buc nothlng sermad w nddress te deap
shame af oy same-ser siaclian, i estative, snd Iy s wddict

bhebuior. A5 & vesult [ief ny second husbend and children,
Aéthiz podut, T had Leen fFghtlog same sex altmerinn foz
ermd Atedd Lo all ldnids nfesetises. Myfavoriie mernze begam g,
T earnal felp mysell? 1 ovgs receds ™ e, Howevor cvmses
td uol pull mg life ap from A dewowacd spiral Lur ane day
Ipleked up miv dusty Bible and nuemed Lo

maniage Lind alzo bevo srmprerlsed her e Vg T Psalm 511K “Create in e e clean hearl and
4ve never

me individual pero sddictivog, Waiitiog

ronee 3 1lghe spivit within e This herqimne

o qneke & beller life for us, 1 started Co ey, iEll 10} EVEI{FEE. an anthern for me, und | went fu see q trlend

TEerwewer, s Inm g atter our thind son arrivad, T

comnpleled my degaes in nutaing and entered e 15 Arngy ba A
Nurse O ficar, Sy sumre-gex buhusrior was mor allowed in tha
selvive, [urned In ey addiviien.

M v pilbeTy career wole cvey; Lhwnd wagsellin A secon:d
marriage whirk was mone ditfenil thunthe frsthut had ao thear
aon and denghrer while warlklos ws 8 Criticad €are Mucse,

SUIL 1 hecaine very depressed aud waneed ta Lo rmysell, |

t0 Bave B pray Bir e, When he dld, L édr
iuy heare change,

Wi connseling, prayes g peading the Bibie, ny [
starled meer My children carne back inta s U, and Tam now
cuwsTenchy Irarried to Jue, mylavioe husban  of 24 years. Lhave
e tell se weile, by fife e a wite and mocher wichoot sex
addictivn rr leshisr ativeclions, is more finltloy than I eser
celd have Lnagsfned,

AQIM RESTORD MINISFRIES
Aqim—resmreministries,nfg

103




W L

&
i

HEN

ClnAnARiniesral ST

110

GILANGTD
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The gay identity | once explored had onty Hmited ray ability to
fully express myself.

CALES BOGGAN

*re spenl my whale lifs kuowlng tnar | vweas difegent eril

Mt T wonald oewer fit 0, 1o wasn’ Lot thind grade, when
& clussmate callrd mue "wer” that 1 hopas 10 questinn wieder
o7 rom s repetliling v werong with me. This Sway” label sraricd
o patteryr iy Lile of questinniog, believing | wis broken, and
canslantly tesling vo the oarside ol sragonlinity. Wit a fare
fror the drumerie and 2 3oee of all things Bisney,

Litee to e gy trabe Jully e -ghicterand all. T eveptallyfound
n Cheislian commmmiy where T eauld be aathenide and be
open ahoul my stragg'e s duacl con'd discover frr tuygelf the
furh 2haur who Daaswhe Cid wis, and o DTamned w live.
Tiwough opes and Lonest corersatiooe wWith 2 Ferer
tranbed people, Texpuricaced acecpeance inomy ERTITEARLLL
of roasculioiiy, I that hed not ween evallable to

Eroarway, unld glitter, T file Guweee vas mo plece NU‘W i fE Ei 1, T yennald have been completely alnoe i the

fur mywersion plwascolinimy and eéen began fo

journey, Talsn toulkesd that thad wea so e

cquestiou wierart | shuld havs faem a winan. Eﬂﬂlfl{}ﬁﬂbh} better aud Elrder chan T ever knos,

Trcwy, Yra maore ol nowsell Gan T ever

I stuffed awiy mMF pPmodous and ignoned em = T |
i Who B2 | i Ry s, Bty sudle +nd

Lieait,

Cventigiy thougty, Tl fike el na choica L3 fully cliwe, i huw I find joy and happiness, The
4§ A TiEak. I

fmt 1o aceept this ideality that altwrs had
placed on e atd baghn w wwi a gay idently, 5o. IThnmed iy
Lack on my cocrletions and begun 1o expleve whedser i gay
ideniily Bt me. Afler a long tme nlverduring down thls road, T
neer fowadd tve talfillocn: T was lnold o e nmen. L mealized
Lewerniacrable Fd hecome aod howe much olueself T losl

I decirked Lthat something had o change ead began th

jouruey of rediscovering who 1 was. dlsegrrred Luar I didn'c

e iduntlty Tomes veploced had aoly Lirised wor
alility b [ully svpress wnysalt M | fue cornfirldde i wha L
am 73 & mare T have beon o a bemdfal joumey to redlseover
WL Liigque sspucis of oy ideniy and personallty thas e part af
my wpressinn almasality, Lean be ereative, Leve Froadvay:
ard have emarioms, and aoge of tis sakes me ary lesa of a
1. Vhawe woave hoqe aud vlsion for oy Lfe than The erer [vac.
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Daring the years I felt like a man irapped in a woman's body, my
heartwes closed and isolated. But now, I realize { ouly am a woman.

DEBBIE RARICK

G rawripe upy 1 [ell lost and aeerlaaked sdrhin my famnily.
s T esceped thal loncliness by being sirdoors, buildisg
fotls, picdidng blueberies or swimuniog in the Bbe, T loved
it notio e woods sione orwith oher kids Bod chere we
fond stashes of pucawgraphle magssines. As a lirfle gil, T
ey’ Llools Hke the wamen io those magazines,

emnians, which sousne aparl o other givds, Twanted fo stop
having these frelinga snmshow, Ball never could on mmyr o
I was taught more asont Jema and begun w lve out
vy Choislion Lty In college. [ bacame stearted m & men
from Ty ministcy proup, which ac e felt swlmemrd and
untamiiar. We hegan to dule and soen mareied,

-
haurowithes A Elook like fhe men. Lhis svas uoe kﬂ‘-v} Illﬁ We were mamied nearly 13 years. While

reazom thac | mever belt Hlse THE i among oftuer

crudurires g divouce Tdld notwant, Tamended a

plils o1 arnong the b }ﬂﬂge’r ETE wnmen's prayer pouup aud deseloped heakhy
When I owas 1ine, ! saw a tuovie prevlew S”EK“HI[‘.T connesions w0 other ~women. Lhele love and
L 4

whore | el learned about someome haviug

secepiance touched oy heart and owcruguoc

sex, ¢ hange pperaisn Wit dils ivfradiction o ﬂmaﬂtEd yuaes i cejeeion arwlmlsptaced emorions.

aenagenderism, T beman o holivee Twas a bayin
4 picls by, Knowrng other neoplc had wsfoollar

- Theee yeata ol hoslhy cocuuob 3y smong
to other !

wormen belped me wahe end wocepl ooy

crpericnue wis coltortlng, kot it bresme my WaOITNE., [orninluiy, Mow, [ ae lenger am o sexually

dade sacrer [ owas alrusd o cell aapone, and T
izntared wowself from nthor gicds Doecavse T helieved T didn't
ooy,

Alugell, lwont to g chucch campinthe mountaines otside
actrid, Spain. e [Oest learned about snd experiznced the
lows of Gind. Thelicvad in Jesos, belt a3 a teen, I condnaed o

e srmacted semeally on fernales. | oever would cunewceo Lo oy

atrra o L nthwee eeatoen, Ihnd jovin celebrating
the unigque aspecta of my life a5 4 worcae, wheeas edoe T
rejecled nviseif Tnivlng theyears wher Treltlile e man lpped
in 4 woman's oy, mry Learl was closed and ignlated. ol
mo, Trealize Ltrualy 6m o wima: Lwn passlonate, hopeful,
wnerable aiud mernoing, T loee and cere i oGuers o wiss I
never belicieed would be possible,

| vy STE ME FREE
| MINISTRIES
| youseemefree.oTg
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I pursued growth in my Christian faith, and it began to
| change me and the way I viewed lifc.

JENNTFER THOENF

il koworor e b relata to ether wounen, ard |dide's

now howe Lo relste to muew, either Geowiog up Td had
o cloge triemds who were ks 1 was a tomhoy and plaped
with the bows, o, 10 Ll 2= taough § had gone from haelog
10 1elaricnal cormecdnee widl women whalsoever o having
seslial Trlationstilps with thesy et that men

a 3evint meluliveship with me. After 14did boecone a Christiao,

she had win mure reservedons ahnmt being with me, ond we
Tived bogatier A iF o wioe marTied tnT tao wcers.

| prusted groedh in oy Cluistian faith, aod it began

to chamee me aod the way | viewed e 1 eeached a poirs

where T falt thal it wesn't hazlchy for e to

wirte wisate, And Leonldy't connaecl wdth them L urswe s al reledanships amyrone, 5o
y r fi5 ATy

rreriuilly, ooy girlfovnd wod [ hrnke up.

emntocrdly, -E
[§11 ﬂﬂgﬂl’ | besarn pursaing  cefatlanships wit

I smrwed 'BAng & hwanosesual lEcsule

whon T vy w oenegen, and | was sexmnily EXEJEFiEIlEE

promiscuons. When Dwas 24, | hocalne close
friends will a woman who was unwilling to

et sernally iwvalved with e beeause 1 did nul .
ﬂﬁ‘l‘&ﬂtiﬁﬂ zpal, el relalionships. Mow Llove theworld

share her Cheistian taith. Twas rlzeralle and
1 an cootional dowaward spital Thankslly,
sone fwdly members wlered e some mach
ueedan wnceadltional e wd srets there [oo me 0 help
arLEwEt T (uUsLiansg,
Ay congia gave e abool: aaserliug therealiten [Gud, ane it
spaka dounly to me persoually, Tpreyed o become a Chelstizn,
Loiet gecratly 1oy motivatis was 0 coerre tiis woTnar hise

al ﬂﬂ oF womed it's my evoite place to be. Tleve to -
' lesd, teacl and encownge wemen, and my | .
relalinnslips ane exremuly different oo befare, Todsy, Poo .

longer capeTieTLe SAmA-sek AfACTinn ul all.

Ty years after bremdng wp with ey girlfiend, [-osuried :

:Tuave

wy Inashaod, W heve Deen med novw [y 3 years. W
five children Logarhos and the youngest is 13,

wrorner, who wete safe end whi accepted me’

where T was, orven wirn my cociplete lack of * °
SaATTIE-50X werlerssanding of how 1o relate apptoprisely
to women. They hulped me leacn Bow to have

11z
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I'm no longer in a place of hopelessness, shame, and regret.
Instead, I feel happiness, fulfillment, and acceptance.

JONATHAX HACKER

E e U as u pasrors kid aud, thersfore, speal alotofrime
i chereh. As o kid, i’ tuve moany friends wod fouoad
rpaed [ alwiays searching for atrention and acoerrsnce. Al an
eathy mge, | was mofested Ly a o0& cloe Lo onr famaiby. As u
result, T learned sorne fings Gt wonld foteves aftect me, T
dulied slils as T weent irough middle schoel and hipl sehool,
bt | alst capezimened with grs whown Dwas friends wid.

At tha ape of 19, ¥ atrwd dating a @l L hooght was the:
one, bt she eaded wp reaking oy heart. | sude @ vow o
tweer e ot again Ly @ woman. 'l s when | seried dating
g el feeli fnaat T pding ot neleaton g recemence.
Trhonght that mg parents woulde' Love ar weeepl e Tecaike
ot the Jite that | chose, 5o Tmaved to Atiamea, where Tamacted
wilug amd selling mel,

Lrvcnwally, T got iavolved i the gay adult enterminment
industey, dulg videos and wnagazines AL Fus polit, m lifr
was mut of caoloel, Twas armesled paaldpie dmes ool found
nyself potentially lweing a sermencye of wp 2 10 e in prisen,

b because of God end o peaying communily, I received o
roaart arder o @ to 8 place cilled Mo Lemger boood, which
L= 4 regemeTatiou progeant, Tere §ioued God again. | il 03
loglat [ wema too fur gooe and bad dane ioe omck goff e ceer
ha komgiven, Buat, the guill and stame fell meay, cad lowe snd
apoeprane: oo, 1 discorerad my twiwarth, and blearned
Lot frrgivn Gae prople wha hurt me i the pase. 1 eas able

oL e Ol

§ really dida't hawe anyone when I st decided te changa
my e AT Limd was oy frith, Wy chuech was 2 hig support,
au1d sharing with olhwers also mads me sleonges, Tt srems Gt
Gae bawrdest tning to do is i leuly omst Ged. 1ul, I did heve
A plun [ur oy 1te,

Ty Tif Tumw i awrezome. Ond hroughit me ot afa 1-year
destrnerie lifestle 2od vonquered my ructhad dietion. Fen oo
loeygir in a place of hopolussiess, shame, and cegret Tistend,
T feel happluess, fulfillment, and decsptanne. L Tave been
marred o my wike lor thves vaars and Lave tvo chil dren
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IFP{E1S BOOK IIAS IMPACTED YOU
GR YOU'DY LIKE MORE INFORMATIOMN,
PLEASLE REACH US AT:

COMNTACTRCHANGEDMHMOYEMENT.COM

CHANGEDMOVEMENT.COM




